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CONTENTS:-Remains of extinct Races inscribed with certain Fragmentary Truths; The Moderns speculating 
upon  the ancient Earth, as a mere physical theorem, revert to Pagan Philosophies, which these 
remains protest. Scripture and Tradition insist on the perfection of Adam-The opinion that the f irst men 
were of inferior power refuted by their monuments, the Pillars of Seth, and Cyclopean Ruins; The 
Archaic Records the oldest extant, and Sanchoniatho, Berosus, Manetho, and others, quoted in proof-
Measured by our Notions of Time, that which is Past stretches out into Eternity-Time reined in by 
Scripture and History, the Earth too offering proofs of a Beginning and a Supreme Cause.-The inf idel 
argument, that animals and vegetables started into existence at the same instant, answered.-Of the 
Light mentioned in Gensis, chap i. Ver 3, and proofs thereof-The fossil eyes of all extinct animals 
faormed likeour own, shewing that they used the same light as ourselves, and, judging from the 
colossal proportions of the Primitive Flora, It f lourished in a heat which animals could not breathe-
Succesion of Beasts and, and of the recent Creation of Man—Of Eden; Geologists challenged to 
produce a carnivorous  terrestrial animal which could molest it—Astronomy attests the pacif ic 
conditions of one (that) epoch of the Globe; Every region of the Earth exhibits numberless skeletons of 
contemporaneous herbivorous animals—The Fail; Attended by all k inds of calamity; Fierce beasts; 
Climatal and other terrible revolutions in the dependent world— Atlantis, Europe, and Africa, the 
girdle of the world traversed by the historical giants, who built the stupendous monuments before 
alluded to—The carcasses of the Carnivora proportioned to the Titans they warred upon, and nearly 
extirpated—The Flood—The Backbones of the Globe broken, from the Poles downward-The Boulders 
and other drif t found over all the Earth in a certain line, show the manner and Universality of the 
Deluge— The Ark admitted only the domestic Races of Animals—Scripture quoted in proof thereof—
Recapitulation. 

T will have been su fficient ly understood by the 
Dedicatory page of the Present, as well as from a 
former Memoir  of Ichthyosaur i and Plesiosau r i, 

published m 1834, that ou r first  intent ion was 
limited to the effectuat ing a vast Collect ion of the 
Organized Relics of the Old World, in the Br it ish 
Museum, withou t reference to th is or to that 
Theory of the Natu re of Things, Past, Now, or To 
Come. To wander across the desert Continents of 
Time, in search of the bleached Skeletons of 
ext inct Nat ions; to evoke from the dust of Oblivion 
the count less Generat ions which have passed 
away from the Earth, for  ever, were the objects we 
had or iginally in view. Bu t Time, emu lat ing that 
Eternity whence he emerges, seems to have wholly 
occupied himself in perpetuat ing the Creatu res of 
h is passing- Reign, in the stony missals of the 
Dead, In recover ing, therefore, the Effigies of 
ext ingu ished Races, we have been tempted to 
secu re also the inscr ipt ions which accompanied 
them, quaint and intr icate although they be, and 
of a style so old, that the appreciat ion of its 
Tru thfu lness and Beau ty is almost lost. 

It  has been so long the Fashion to consider 
Physical and Moral Evil apart  one from the other, 
that we are in danger of revert ing to the Epicu rean 
Philosophy: nor has anything contr ibu ted to th is 
more than the study of the Ancient Earth, 
considered as a mere physical Theorem, by many 
labor ious arguments in which the Moderns toil to 
the same conclusions which circu lated in Pagan 
Greece and Rome. 

Bu t the Awfu l Wrecks compassing us round 
abou t, and rest less Eld murmuring ever in ou r 
ear, and abhorrent Heaven himself, eclipsed, bu t 
not ext ingu ished, protest against the cheer less 
Spir it  of Knowledge, by which all Things are 
referred to insensate Matter and icy Dream; and 
beckon us from the Paradise of Fools, with in 
whose Magic Circle so many Sou ls have madly 
staked and lost their  all. 

1. The For tunes of Mank ind have an Orbit , the 
per ihelion being with Adam, the aphelion with the 
Flood. Perfect in the Image of h is Maker, stored 
with all Goodness, ou r ancestral demi-god wielded 
the Ministers of Power obedient to his 
unquest ioned Will. Such is the Basis of Scr iptu re, 
and such also is the legit imate deduct ion of 
History. Bu t incont inent Liberality deceiving Faith, 
Reason, empty with the fumes of that same flat tery 
by which we or iginally fell, cometh of the 
unhallowed embrace, and finding in the crust of 
the Earth certain animal Types which ascend in 
the progress of Time, from the more simple to the 
complex; stealing a Sophism from " The Garden" of 
the Vu lgar Greeks, avers that Matter, l ike " the 
Nilot ic Mud," generated Creatu res with the mere 
dawn of l ife, which improving upon themselves, at 
last elicited a man; a man like to all previous 
existences, imperfect, rudimental, savage. We care 
not how much the offensive Thesis is laughed at in 
the person of grotesque Lamark ; its essent ial 
pr inciples are sedu lously upheld by every ancillary 
that can be impressed covert ly in its hollow cause. 
Here then, beloved Reader, in the first  stage, we 
unmask  an assassin which waylays the Doctr ines 
of Sin, and of the Righteousness of God. 

The exper ience, the repu tat ion of all Nat ions, all 
Climes challenge, and indignant ly denounce any 
such an opinion. The polit ical and other Sciences 
in which the ancients so infin itely excelled 
ou rselves; the Cyclopean Mounds of Antediluvian 
Masonry, and the Memory of Seth, co-equal with 
his haught Pillars, bequeathed to latest Poster ity : 
These imperishable Towers, misnamed, in the teeth 
of Josephus, the Pyramids, and these en-du r ing 
Walls, vainly chr istened Pelasgian, were the work  
of emphatically the sons of Jehovah : Their  
beginning hid in the hoar of ages, puny men now 
peer abou t and around them, and actually correct 
and square their  own imperfect tradit ionary lore of 
the Firmament by the Measure

,�
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which they afford. The framework  of the most 
sublime Science Extant is borne upon their  
brawny Shou lders— the Astronomic Quarters, 
immutable as Themselves and the 
incomprehensible, bu t certain, inevitable, manifest 
Tr in ity is embodied at their  Apex, and Throned the 
Supreme Lord of All. These are Axioms in Natu re 
and Morals which, once learned, it  seems 
impossible to forget; bu t the Noahites, though 
taught by the terr ible Flood, yielded to the same 
Antagonist Demons which drowned their  fathers in 
its ru thless waters. However, it  remained for 
Moses, Sanchoniu tho, Berosus, Manetho, and a 
few other au thors—of whose Consenting Scr ipta 
we know only the unsubstant ial bu t witnessing 
echo, to vindicate Tru th  from the Ignorance and 
Falsehood which oppressed her, Erudite in all 
flenthenism, the former was enabled by the Divine 
Providence to separate from the Chaff the Living 
Bread by which he sustained the beleaguered 
Israelites unt il the Second Adam, reconquering the 
long lost Eden, gave of the Tree of Life unto all that 
will: And the latter  were ordained for Heaven in the 
midst of those Idolatrous Peoples which scorned 
and madly set it  at  nought. And now, in these 
latter  Days, Satan, knowing that h is Time is at 
hand, circumventeth with Weapons drawn from 
his old Armoury, bu t l ipped with a more deadly 
poison, and con-cealed with in the folds of a more 
flowing Robe. Shinaar! with the Cherubic Sword, 
array Thee in the High Test imonies, and smite, 
smite Dagon upon the Threshold of God. 

In like manner, negligent of the Voice of All 
History, Sacred and Profane; not deigning a glance 
upon the Archaic Record, the Footsteps of the 
Most High — implanted on the broad World, are 
meted with the t iny Pole of Time, and pronounced 
infin ite, reachless, measureless: And the huge 
Cycles alledged by the Hindoostanee, and Chinese, 
and negatively implied in The Genesis, shr ivel into 
an indefin ite Nothing before the weird talisman by 
which they are present ly determined. Time himself 
is swallowed up by the Enchanter©s Wand, and 
Matter, metamorphosed into the eternal, behold ! 
the resu rrect ion of the atheist ical  Lucret ius. Thus 
soar ing Icarus falls into the deep sea, where all is 
sombre blank , and wanders over the mountains of 
Darkness, stumbling at every mote, sink ing into 
every pit : pit iable in his desolate bu t unconscious 
capt ivity. 

Bu t the Earth, though of a per ishable fabr ic, 
and fading fast away, yet retains the pr imal 
textu re and color ing with which it  came from The 
Master©s Hand. Finitude and End are inscr ibed 
upon her Forehead, the Palms, and the Soles of 
her feet: And throughou t all her Limits are 
scattered Medals, which, cou ld come only from the 
Mint of Mind and the Treasu ry of the Governing 
God. Of the beginning, behold, Matter dest itu te of 
every Letter foreign to its absolu te self, void, dead 
forged from the labour ing Anvil, when Time was 
called to be. And in the Transit ion Rocks, the 
semblance of h is firstborn clay, mu te, solitary, and 
unadorned; Chaos support ing his infant head with 
Arm fast wither ing away: Vacu ity and Gloom are 
round abou t; the Symbols of du ll Earth, insensate 
lifeless, droop over the vacated and erst bu t empty 
Throne of Chaos, dreamy, latent, dawning. Here 
Natu re, and History, and Revelat ion are at one; 
Chimborazo, and Andes, and The Alps, Libanus 
Brathys, and his Ant ipodes, and ten thousand 
fragments torn from their  thunder-r ifted Crowns, 
and hu r led over the whole Globe by the exu lt ing 
Deluge which blotted it  ou t; and all Story of the 
Ant ique Time by Hermaic Chronicler, and 

Chaldean, or  Pr iest-King, read in the sight of 
approving Heaven before the Congregat ion of 
Zion; I say, these all agree with, and just ify one 
another, and serve to confound these Images of 
the Vain, and break  them u tter ly in pieces. 

Nathless, the Spir it  of th is Age, though 
confessedly baffled, yea, dr iven from a favour ite 
Fastness, has many subterfuges in reserve; 
unable longer to gainsay those accumu lat ive 
facts; in his own esteem a second Archimedes, 
himself the Lever by which the Foundations of the 
World shall be moved, l ike a wretch in hot fever, 
he rusheth naked upon Death, in conflict  with 
Spectres of h is rest less crazy brain.    
Quest ioning the recorded order of Creat ion, he 
classifies the Rocks which  contain Organic 
Remains, and boldly avers, that animal and 
vegetable life were from the first  cotemporaneous, 
contrary to the Letter of that Sacred Text, by 
which alone we can arr ive at the rat ionale of 
Creat ion.    He ransacks whole Continents,   and   
t r iumphantly   points   to   unnumbered 
Skeletons disinterred from Strata with a Granit ic 
Base: forgetfu l that, long after the separat ion of 
dry land, an Ocean remained whose Profound no 
light cou ld possibly penetrate, by which alone 
vegetables exist , to which wou ld descend with 
precipitates the  reliquæ of every   th ing dying 
over its area: and oblivious of the fact, that the 
Coal   Measures  of Virgin ia  do  actually repose  
upon Granite, and other inorganic Matter of the 
same Age. To say nothing of the intr insic value of 
the acknowledged Tru th, that the Crinoiden and 
other Marine Corallines,   of  which   some  of the  
ear liest   fossil iferous Rocks are mainly 
composed, l ived like their  yet su rviving congeners 
in the deepest Caverns of the Sea, in places to 
which vegetat ion was of cou rse unknown,   And 
the Coal itself, which the Modern Ju lian seeks, 
hoping there, to find, beside its vegetable 
component parts, relics of the Creatu re that had 
life,—from whence he toils to extort  hope,   
explodes  the   moment  the  rash  
Exper imentalist  applies his Crucible, and  sorely 
mangles him withal. For no causes now in act ion, 
none of the Forces of actual Natu re are anything 
like su fficient for  the accumu lat ion of that  vast  
vegetable  Fœcu la, before  which,  the aggregat ive 
" t imber-rafts" of Or inoko, and all  the  other 
mighly American Rivers, mu lt iplied twice a 
thousand, shr ink  into bagatelle.    And mark  ye 
now, O reader, the Times of the Creat ion were 
long Per iods, of which the first  commenced with " 
l ight," and the th ird, or  Floral, ended with the 
same; the "Light" being dist inct from that of the 
Sun, the corollary and consequence shou ld be, 
and are found in the Elder Coal fields, ver ily 
formed of boundless Genera and Species erased 
from the Book  of Life. Certain pious and really 
orthodox Writers, misled by the frequent 
appar it ion of animal remains in Strata 
immediately subsequent to Granite, forgetfu l, too, 
of the perfect Measure of the Word of Jehovah, 
have cu r iously taken the visual organs of 
Tr ilobites, and of other ext inct Crustaceans, in 
the for lorn chance of finding a const itu t ion there, 
differ ing from the one which holds the same 
Family in the present generat ion. 

Their  researches vindicate The Text, bu t in a 
contrary way their  short-sighted and err ing Faith 
wou ld have it ; had these fossil eyes contained a 
rudiment opposed to the light of the Sun, as now 
exercised, the Key-stone of Scr iptu re were 
loosened in its place.    It  is unequ ivocally 
wr it ten, and the Sacred
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Chronicles requ ire no emendator , that  the Thing 
with Life began to be, not  before the visible Sun, 
bu t  a long while after  he first  shone for th upon and 
rejoiced our  r ising Planet . It , is impossible to 
explain cer tain ly th is pr imal Light , bu t , judging 
from the gigant ic propor t ions and crowded 
Popu lat ion of the co-existent  vegetable Wor ld, it  
scarcely admits of a doubt, that it  was invested 
with a degree of Calor ic, which no Creatu re, 
nat ive, or even as fossil, known to the Adamic 
System, cou ld possibly endure. And, with respect 
to the fact, of the occu rrence of organic exuviæ in 
certain Coal basins; it  argues only the 
Comparat ive Continuance of the Old Regime, after 
the evolvement of Animal l ife in types and 
condit ions, which, to th is day, imperiously requ ire 
the most intense temperatu re of the Tropics. Thus 
again is the Inspired Volume championed by the 
very Judges to whom Philosophy appeals. The 
Slimy Marshes of the embryo Earth, r ich and 
overflowing; with leafy life, sweltered in genial 
heat, and " Light" cont inuous throughou t a long 
night less Epoch, differ ing from ou r own. No 
creeping th ing harboured the il l imitable plain; no 
sound save the low whisper ings of the t ideless 
Deep, and of the Brooding Winds, ru ffled the lone, 
the awfu l Expanse: Above, around, and abou t the 
inchoate Paradise, fell the Pall of Sou lless, Mortal, 
Mechanical Matter, ir radiate, glowing insensibly, 
and rounded in glossy dream. 

The Thread of the Divine argument, by which 
only we can safely traverse the Cretan Labyr inth 
of the Natu ral World, is henceforth liable to bu t 
l it t le interrupt ion, for  bu t few cavil at  the Letter of 
the remaining Mosaical History, seeing that it  
recognizes the Laws by which we now stand: and 
the Archives of Earth growing more and more 
legible, leave the Sceptic no subterfuge bu t Vanity 
from the two-edged sword upborne by Revelat ion. 
That beasts followed fishes, and that Man is one 
of the last and most recent creat ions of all th ings, 
is of necessity admitted, the fossil contents of the 
ascending Strata indispu tably substant iat ing the 
facts. Bu t, Knowledge, rashly declin ing the Chart 
of Heaven, at the commencement of h is Travel 
over the boundless Wastes and Regions of Time, 
st il l wanders he knoweth not whither, mistak ing 
one Land for another, and choosing the baby-toys 
of h is own workshop, before the pr iceless Jewels 
which lie everywhere at h is feet. His Carnality 
hungereth alway, and the flesh of h is lean 
famishing body is in his, as it  was in Sinbad©s 
desperate eye, more precious than all the living 
diamonds with in his reach. 

Hence the Chronology with which, negligent of 
the Elements of Morals, he has been pleased to 
invest the several Systems of Matter, is as 
incorrect as a geographical decree, taken withou t 
Line or Quadrant. Argu ing a hundred k indred 
Issues from an absu rd premise, l ike Almanasar, 
he bu ilds up a glit ter ing theory, as easily 
demolished as the poor visionary©s basket of glass. 
Cast ing the lit t le plummet of a Child into the 
Bottomless Gu lf of Wisdom, and think ing that her 
Depths are sounded, he hastens to inscr ibe a New 
Testament on tr iple brass, and palm it  upon a 
dot ing world. In despite of every deduct ion 
legit imately obtained from the Books of Natu re 
and of God (which point to a large unharvested 
store in which sick le has been never thrust). Man, 
it  is st i l l persisted, was or iginally a Savage, and 
the Biblical Flood Chimerical as Itself. Thus the 
Hydra mu lt iplies his head, and hopes to escape 
alive, though compassed with the Art il lery of 
Heaven, 

Observe, fu r ther, the str ik ing analogy which 
holds Earth and Heaven, ages after the former 
perfected, was devised a goodly inher itance unto 
Man: They ask , " Where was Eden, his habitat ion 
?" I demand, " Where was the Monster that cou ld 
mar it?" Go, O Geology, unto the whole Secondary 
Ser ies of Hieroglyph Monuments, and br ing 
thence one solitary Image of a Land-born, red-
blooded, twain-hearted Terrestr ial : Betake thee to 
the frowning Oeningen, and the Red-Sand-stone 
of Wales, and Connect icu t Valley, and to the 
Weald, and the Stonesfield Slate; to all, al l, from 
the Coal Measures to the Chalk  inclusive; 
examine them all: In  exact coincidence with  the 
Inevitable Word, they yield a myr iad Molluscs, 
and impressions of a mil l ion gelat inous Monads 
of Life, and perchance, the yea serpent which 
devoured them withal. And from the brack ish 
Waters, slowly emerge cold-blooded Amphibia, 
Balrachus, Saurus, Salamandra, and the insect 
food of the Dragon-birds which swam both above 
and below the Bil lows that nour ished and 
brought them forth  : Sharp fanged and 
murder ing Creatu res of the Deep abundant. Bu t 
the prodigious whole betray not one Symbol that 
we requ ire. Proceed, and search dil igent ly the 
eloquent Annals of the Older Members of the 
Great Tert iary Family; there, a mil l ion of Land 
Animals are on the Record, bu t no ment ion 
made of one Land destroyer,Ð  he came not 
before the Pall of Adam. " Ecce dedi vobis 
omnem herbam afferentem semen super 
terram.Ð  Viditque Deus Cuncta, quæ fecerat, et  
erant valde bona." 

And Astronomy, watch ing at  Heaven©s Gate, 
at tests that, unt i l  after  th is Jubilant Sabbath of 
the Globe, it  knew no Evil Day, reluctant 
Geology admit t ing the same fact. That "in  the 
Beginning" the Earth sprung for th  round in  all 
proport ion, a flu id Sphere, and was finally 
mou lded and r ipened when the dry Land uprose 
from the foster ing Waters: No obliqu ity of Axis 
exposed to the alternate Tropic and Chil l  which 
now prevail, no sudden Storm, or  t reacherous 
t ide invaded her peacefu l Borders, no malignant 
Comet propagated Death; bu t the refreshing 
Wing of the Spir it  of Jehovah showered upon her 
beau t ifu l head the Oil of Gladness, " the •  
Morn ing Stars singing together, and the Sons of 
God shou t ing for  joy." And the Pr inciple of Life, 
pu re from the Elysian Fount, throbbed through 
all her Frame, qu iver ing with  love: Her Reeds 
were stu rdy trees, her Ferns umbrageous 
Forests, shelter ing and subsist ing ten thousand 
Colossal Mammifers, a fauna that wou ld eat up 
the present lapsed and ster i le World, and str ip it  
u t ter ly bare. The Pr imal Ocean, held through all 
h is swell ing breast with  the same Silver Chord, 
spark led in  the Sun, rock ing playfu lly to and fro, 
l ike a young Lion fat  with  h is mother©s milk . Nor 
do the Apocryphal Tradit ions of Men survive in  
vain; the Vedas of Brama, the Sybil l ine Lore of 
Roma, Javanese, and Indian, and Mexican Story 
maintain  correlat ive evidence of the great 
Scr iptu ral Tru th, that Man, created perfect  in  
the Image of h is Maker, ru led awhile h is 
Temporal Domin ions in  the fru it ion of all peace, 
r ighteousness, and joy. 

Thus come we to that blessed Per iod, which 
the Earth and all that inher ited it  then enjoyed; 
the Sabbat ical Rest, typical of that Fu tu re State, 
in  which alone the long banished and pin ing 
Spir it  of Man shall find h is own dear Father land. 
Our eyes are dimmed with  tears, whilst  
contemplat ing the glor ious patr imony abou t to
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be spent : our  hear ts die with in us before the glazing 
demons intent  to howl " lo t r iumphe" over  the lost  
Islands and shin ing Shores of a conquered wor ld. 

From the now bleak and unapproachable Poles, 
to the navel of our  Parent  Ear th; from the snows 
and swamps of Ladoga, to the fervid Sands of 
Bengal, everywhere, in  every Zone,  cont inue 
unanswerable Memor ies of th is happy, th is Golden 
Age.   The harmless Pachydermata, Dinother ium, 
and  h is k indred Giants, for  which  our  
impover ished and curse-st r icken Planet  can now 
find no cradle warm enough, then ranged the whole 
wor ld.   The thermal Ear th and Ocean, bathed in 
light , sustained a thousand Genera of vast  Animals 
and Vegetables,-which ret reated before the coming 
Cold to the Equator , and even there, eventually 
withered and died ou t  in  an un-genial and freezing 
Clime.   The fires of our  lit t le Sun su fficed them not , 
the dank  Shadows of approaching Doom 
paralysed, and the leaden Hand of t ransformed 
Time speedily swept them in to dust and oblivion.   
The iceberg of Thu le, and the  Patagonian 
Wastes,  Irak , Arabia Petræa, and the i l l imitable 
Savannahs and Prair ies of the New World, grave 
their  manifold bones, 

2.. Pr imaeval Earth, rejoicing in  the Benison 
of God, pales in  the pænal fire abou t to wrap her 
in  ru in , and which shall  finally rase her u t ter ly 
ou t. "Adam," the Lucifer  and Protagonist  of 
Ant iqu ity, doing mis-pr ision against Sovereignty, 
tu rns the weapons of Loyalty upon h is Liege, 
and plunges them in to the Bowels of h is Mother 
Earth. Forsaken of Angels, groaning, she 
br ingeth for th  gr im Monsters, which ravage her 
Garden, the Locusts that consume it  away. The 
angry and horrent ©waters too, loosened, swell 
in to a fr ightfu l roar, leap upon a thousand 
Plains, and greedily swallow them up. 

Man, panic str icken, abandons the Vast 
ant ique Defences and Outworks of Creat ion to 
the ru th less Surge, and Leviathan, flying to 
Himmala the High, the Batt lements of the Moon; 
His Seed overflow The Mountains, and spread 
overall the Tableland of the World: and the giant 
Nephil im, born to the Sons of Jehovah, of the 
daughters of Eve, haunted by Terror, t raverse 
the menaced Globe, bu ilding Stupendous Towers 
and Citadels whereunto to retreat, when sorely 
pressed by the ant icipated, the inevitable Flood. 
At lant is, and Europa, and ar id Afr ic, then made 
one wide Asian Cont inent, over the Girdle of 
which, to th is hour, remain the mighty Works of 
these most mighty men: Sepu lchral look ing 
abodes, fi t  for  the gloomy gods, whether in  
wonder ing Peruvia, Tuscan Italy, or  Araby the 
Swart . Unhappy Giants! the mountainous Piles 
are cast prone down, and the Winds there howl 
the dies iræ to your dolorous ghosts. 

And, lo! somnambu list  Geology, seizing our 
t rembling arm, and point ing to the dim sku ll bu t 
yesterday brought in  a half fossil state from the 
Caucasian Sewalik , reveals the ashes of an 
antediluvian, once dipped in  the Sin-bapt ismal 
Floods.  And, at  our feet, behold the Carcasses of 
the cruel Carn ivora, that affl icted the impious 
Adamites, gathered, whether from Austral, or  
Borean Regions, or  the hot wastes of Barbary, or  
the pampas of Texas, and Ecuador; no feline of 
our Time can compare with  these Elephant ine 
Tigers, these huge and spectral Bears: there they 
l ie, unconscious of the dœdal cu rse which 
pounced upon their  savage Brood, and blot ted 
the bru te Amalek  from under Heaven. 

And reverend History,Ð " Quñ  quo propius ab 
ortu  et divinñ  progenic hoc melius ca fortasse, 
quñ  erant vera, cernebat,Ð offers at the Altar  of the 
Temple, the consangu ineous Faith of Jew and 
Gentile, Scythian, and Indian, in the Immutable 
Creed.  And shudder ing Natu re leads us  to that 
remote Per iod of violence and Wrong,  where,   in  
Company   again  with   specu lat ive Geology, we 
muse over the Wrecks of Eden, torn, defiled, 
trampled upon by these once vital th ings.   The all-
enjoying denizens of the erst br imfu l World, 
invaded by the soundless and sinuous Serpent, 
flee, they melt  away before the Legion of insat iate 
Fiends that follow in his Train, and are at length in 
per il of total ext irpat ion: Only here and there, in 
the most Modern deposits of the Epoch, we detect 
their  faint ing trace; whilst  the bleached bones of 
vengeance, strown plent ifu lly to the last, indicate 
the fu lfi lment of the Ends for which it  was 
ordained, by an ou traged and Retr ibu t ive 
Providence. 

And now the sad and majest ical Drama, Men 
and Gods batt l ing upon the Theatre of a darkening 
World, marches to its th ird and final sceneÐ Death 
and Perdit ion evermore. 

The Scorner, compelled by the most indubitable 
evidence, grants the fact of The Deluge, bu t refers 
it  to Ages infin itely removed from that in which 
alone the Inspired Histor ian will have it  to be. He 
also despises the facts of the simu ltaneous 
destruct ion of Man, and the ent ire submergence of 
the Earth, insisted upon by all the wr it ten and oral 
Scr iptu res of every nat ion under the Sun. Glancing 
the enormous rocks and bou lders of Granite, and 
other debris, ou tspread over the actual cont inents 
in a given certain direct ion, he charges them to 
exist ing Causes, in defiance of the most posit ive 
mathematical deduct ion; and st il l far ther, requ ires 
an Eternity of Time to place them where they are 
found. The Noachic Ark  he laugheth at, and boldly 
quest ions the device thereof, with a sneer at its 
l iving contents: He travest ies all men, all th ings, 
even Jupiter ; quenching all l ight, all glory in his 
benighted Spir it , dancing inebr iate over the 
Volcanic Abyss of expectant Hades. 

Nevertheless, The Word, Reader! The Word 
abideth su re. The Backbone of the World is broken, 
and immense fractu res running in divergent l ines 
from the Poles to the Equator, ver ify the Seat of 
Dislocat ion. Whether the st iffening At las broke 
down of h is own gravity, or  sliddered, it  matters 
lit t le, he Fell, the Fountains of the Great Deep were 
broken up, and he was st ifled in the Sea: "Qu ia 
ipse super maria fundavit  eum: et super flumina 
prñ paravit  eum." For the subsidence of a mass 
su fficient to shatter in its descent the Body of the 
whole Earth must inevitably have displaced an 
equ ivalent measure of Water, and dr iven it  over the 
rest of the whole Land. Then the dñ dal Wave 
leaping from the yelling Abysm, rushed upon the 
Polar Zones, rending asunder the hardest rocks, 
and hu r ling them like sand over the drowning 
World: And onward roll ing with a proport ionably 
diminishing force, at last subdued the far Countree 
of ou r lost Forefathers© Home, 

 
" Omne cum Proteus pecus agit  altos 
           Viscere Montes; 
Piscium et  airnma genus hñ sit  almo" 
 

Nor  wonder  we that  a vessel of wood did safely r ide 
the Tamed Element  -which had just  ext ingu ished 
the Globe; for  the destruct ive Forces, seated in the 
Axes, the far ther  we proceed from that centre, the 
less their  effect, unt il
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arr iving at the extreme l imit  the waters qu iet ly prevail ing 
the Ark  thereupon did float in  Halcyon peace. And all 
History and Tradit ion harmoniously agree in sett l ing the 
Heaven-protected Argonaut in  precisely that par t  of the 
Ear th, which first  rose from the retreat ing Ru in. Thus 
again Natu re, and Philosophy, and Fact, and Relevat ion 
are at one, so that " he which runneth may read. and a 
fool therein can hardly err ." 

Some weak  and inconsiderate persons, neglect ing the 
context of the Sacred Word, conju r ing around them the 
many terrestr ial Famil ies of our  own Ear th, take pains to 
pictu re a Ship large enow to save  their  au tochthon 
progenitors: No such th ing was ever  contemplated except 
by their  own inexcusable fol ly, i t  br ing dist inct ly implied 
that Noah took  with h im those Creatu res only which had 
been domesticated by Man. It  was a most gracious 
condit ion of the Covenant made with Noah, that h is 
poster ity shou ld cont inue the services of the several 
beasts which bad been subjected to their  use by the 
Antediluvians: Jehovah covenanted upon the Exodus 
from the Ark  with Them through all Generat ions, and 
the terms of that Covenant plain ly in fer  the existence of 
other  beasts besides, whether  in  fact or  in  the 
Omniscient Intent ion it  impor ts not.Ð " Eccc Ego (Deus) 
statuam pactum meum vobiscum, et cum semine vestro 
post vos: et ad omnem animam viventem, quñ  est 
vobiscum, tam in volucr ibus quam in jumentis, et  
pecudibus terrñ  cuncits, quñ  egressa sunt de arca, et 
universis best i is ter ra." And which one of al l  the Tr ibes 
fr iendly unto Man is depar ted from us? But those with 
no Covenant, even the pure, unmixed Carnivora, their  
end cometh:Ð and then the Mil lennium. 

Thus, beloved, in  humble service with Faith and Re- 

l igion, have we endeavoured  to trace the gorgeous and 
awfu l Dest in ies of the Ante-diluvian Ear th. 

" In  the Beginning," chaot ic, void, nascent, shadowy, 
nerveless, negat ive; such in the Pr imary, non-fossil-
i ferous, and purely mechanical Granite, is the 
interpretat ion of Natu re, and Science, and Reason, and 
History, and Revelat ion. 

In the instant Coal-Measures, behold, a Vision of the 
torpid Deep, and the New-born Ear th unconscious with 
Floral Robes. 

Then a Vision of Abysmal Waters, swarming with all 
wondrous creatu res of Life, and gelid Swamps with 
amphibious th ings, and Dragon Pterodactyles fl i t t ing in  
the hot air  with Vampire Wing. 

Then Mammoth, and Sivather ia, and a great Company 
of docile Giants, roaming the Universal Land, crunching 
the succu lent l imb of the Forest Tree, or  banqueting 
upon h is ju icy root: a Vision of peace and rest, pachy-
dermata, and other  huge herbivorous animals having 
with Man undivided dominion over  the Euthanasian 
Ear th. 

Then a Vision of bru te Savages haunt ing Eldr itch 
Caves: of gaunt Lords of wassail, war , blood, and 
perdit ion : Blasted Continents, and wither ing pines, and 
br iars and thorns: Rebell ion, Violence, horrors manifold : 
Prometheus chained, the Vu ltu re, the Liver : The Wor ld at 
the br ink  of Death. 

Apollo transfixing Python, The booming Flood, dr iving, 
rol l ing, roar ing, wrenching, wreck ing, whelming the 
accursed Titans in endless destruct ion. 

Righteous Noah saved. 
There is our  Gage. Blessed are they. O Reader, which 

keep on Eye fixed upon the Polar  Star  of God. 
 

 
 
 

ADDENDA 
 
. 

The Creation of the World.Ð Of Light.Ð Terrestrial vegetables the most ancient of all organismsÐ Proofs.Ð Of 
Radiation, and the first Conditions of animal Life.Ð Solar Time only a relative quantity .Ð The first land animals 
and birds all herbivorousÐ Imputed exceptions ,remains of an Ow l, the Stonefield Opossum, and Ornithicknites, 
rejected.Ð EvilÐ Carnivorous beasts one of its productsÐ Objection derived from remains of preceding marine 
carnivora answ ered by negative and Traditional proofs.Ð The story of the Titans true.Ð The Book of Genesis true 
literallyÐ Jehovah created matter first, then light, and then vernal life, fishes, beasts, and lastly  man.Ð
Revolution upon the EarthÐ Its CauseÐ Its termination in the flood, and the destruction of the primal beasts of 
prey.Ð  The Scriptures the foundation of true Philosophy, and the Cypher both of the abstract and dependant 
Universe.Ð  The dangerous mechanical propensities of the Age shall be effaced, leaving the Scheme of the 
Universe in all its massive and enduring grandeur 

 
.

" IN principio creavit  Deus cœlum, et terram. 
Terra au tem erat inanis et vacua, et tenebrñ  
erant super faciem abyssi." The most ancient of 
Histor ies which have come down to ou r t ime 
opens with th is sublime attestat ion of the 
omnipotence of Jehovah, to quest ion which most 
manifest fact, the atheist ical and licent ious Greek  
was, perhaps, the first  amongst men. It  were 
profit less to pu rsue the Heresy through all the 
disgu ises in which the later Epicu reans and 
Gnost ics cher ished it , and also through the 
absu rd predicates which some of the 
Continentals have pu t them in, since we have 
traced an Epoch in which there was no animal 
l ife whatever upon this globe, demonstrat ing an 
Act of Power infin itely more stupendous than that 
which Moses avers, thus reducing his assert ion

 to a point  comparat ively so small that  it  may 
reasonably be granted in the Presence of an 
admit ted Argument of the same Class, so much 
more astonishing. 

The statement  der ives, moreover , addit ional force 
from the descr ipt ive contexts for  it  is impossible 
cor rect ly to represent  mere Mat ter  in  any other  
shape than a unique, ent ire, dead, amorphous, and 
shapeless one; and after  all the Revolu t ions by 
Chemical and Electro-magnet ic Agents, to which our  
Ear th has been subjected, the Pr imary Granites 
have all these features in their  face. 

The Creat ion of Light  tooÐ " Dixitque Deus, fiat  
lux, et  facta est  lux"Ð may be assumed and proved 
as inevitable, and in the order  in  which Moses 
actually announces it .Ð " Factumque est  vepere, et  
mane, dies unus," 
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Light being well n igh proved to be soft  
undu lat ions of ether, or  at least a property which 
cannot possibly exist  at rest; if not itself motion, 
with motion co-relat ive : Light ordained to act 
upon Matter in vacuum, wou ld necessar ily affect, 
if not Matter, the Condit ions previously belonging 
thereto. The ear liest probable effects of Light 
Wou ld be to penetrate, and finally dismember the 
pu re substance exposed to it : that may have been 
Couchant Calor ie, which, at the touch of l ight 
wou ld explode in a mill ion fiery gases, and flee 
nebu lous through space: However, that ou r planet 
was once actually fused, the Pr imit ive rocks, and 
the Caverns which r iddle them, ir refragably show. 
And the Laws of Refr igerat ion wou ld gradually 
produce the transit ionary detr itus which composes 
the upper Crust of the World. Under 
circumstances of an ardent Clime, and long 
cont inuous light, the most vascu lar Order of 
Plants wou ld commence the Great Epocha of Life; 
and as the Ocean must necessar ily retain a higher 
temperatu re than the land, which wou ld soon 
follow heat and refr igerat ion, impatient Natu re 
wou ld seize upon that first , and cover it  with a 
forest of vegetat ive Giants. The Geysers of Iceland 
maintain certain plants, in a. temperatu re fatal to 
any animal whatever, and so credential the claim 
of the terrestr ial Vegetable World to the most 
ancient Pedigree known. And the enormous 
Equ iseta, Lycopodiaceae, and other Cryptogamia, 
and the equally luxu r iant Monocotyledons of the 
Coal Measures, bespeak  exact ly that System of 
th ings to which every fact and argument in 
Physics bear such happy witness. " Dixit  quoque 
Deus: Fiat firmamentum, in medio aquarum; et 
dividat aquas ab aqu is,Ð et factum est Vespere et 
mane, dies secundus. Dixit  vero Deus, congregator 
aquñ , quñ  sub cœlo sunt, in locum unum ; et 
appareat ar ida.Ð Et ait : germinet terra herbam 
virentem, et facientem semen, et l ignum 
pomiferum faciens fructa juxta genus –suum, 
cu jus semen in semit ipso sit  super terram.Ð Et 
factum est vespere et mane, dies tert ius." 

Thus Religion and Philosophy her hand-maid 
evok ing from the dark  shadows of Time the Colors 
in which he first  l imned, present us with the 
Original Sketch of the Infant Earth. Here we 
behold a universal Law of Matter first , then Light, 
and last ly Life, The Pr imit ive and Allied Rocks, 
which are the limbs of the great World, witness in 
either Hemisphere to th is universality; And the 
Colossal. Flora of the ensu ing Land no less 
witness the intense Vitality of that Light and Life, 
in which it  so long rejoiced. The progressive Cycles 
of Innumerable Times, Horology has nothing 
whatever to do with them : by that l it t le Art  we 
measure ou r own vain and fleet ing moments, 
which obtain scarcely a notat ion upon the sun-dial 
of Jehovah. 

SECT. II. Pu rsu ing with Science, Matter 
subjected to Supernal Light through its ear ly 
mechanical and organised. Condit ions, we arr ive 
at precisely those resu lts which the Hebrew Sage 
enunciated in the Palace of Pharaoh. In what 
manner that Cosmogony was obtained let Scept ics 
ask , enough for us that it  Squares with the Annals 
of Time, in every page upon which Philosophy has 
been pr ivileged to ponder. A molecu le of mere 
earth, it  were vain, perhaps, to search for amongst 
the endless species to which it  has sported, bu t 
the effects of Light and Motion are portrayed 
throughou t all the globe in .Characters which  
speak  a Tongue of their  own, and Chronicle a 
Regime far different from ou rs. It  were bu t

reasonable to assume, that , whereas th ings which 
now are, differ  in  their  in tensit ies from th ings that  
have been, a Revolu t ion in Nature occurred by 
which that  Change was brought  about . To scan that  
Change bu t  by the Analogies which everywhere 
present  themselves to us, for  whom it  was actually 
accomplished, were to use foreign inst ruments and 
a sor ry Logic indeed. For  nature metamorphoses 
Effects in to Causes from the very beginning to the 
End. All the threads are disposed in warp and in 
woof, crossed and knit ted fast  together  by one and 
the same Contr ivance, and the Laws first  
promulgated by Queenly Nature are act ive or  
passive as may be, bu t  never  changed. The 
Pandectae of Nature then which do and do not  
tolerate the doctr ine of Modem Analogies, are not  at  
var iance; and with th is fact  we proceed to the first  
Capitu lum to which those Analogies are our  only 
key. 

The Normal Ear th, palled in an Atmosphere 
surcharged with moistu re to opacity, was specially 
adjusted to the Vegetat ive Kingdom, the vasty 
wrecks of which remain to us as Coal. It  is also no 
less evident  that  the loss of heat  by radiat ion, and 
the impassibility of precipitated solids wou ld 
undermine a Popu lat ion holding by a Tenure like 
th is. The Strata therefore, which follow the Coal-
Measures, demonstrate a re-act ion, slowly bu t  
surely accomplishing the Eden in which our  
wondrous For tunes were to begin. It  is hardly to be 
expected that  we shall ever  discover  the Pr imal Isle 
of Ear th, and in the nascent  slate of Geognosy can 
hope only to generalize, bu t  one ter reous vegetat ive 
Remain rest ing upon an inorganic rock  
substant iates our  Text , and the Coal Measures of 
Virgin ia, as heretofore stated, afford that  impor tant  
example. We need not  observe that  the Floral Races 
lost  their  tor r id vigor  consequent  with that  heat  and 
humidity which especially signalized the advent  of 
Time: The tower ing Palms and Cact i, which first  
lifted their  glor ious heads in a Land all their  own, 
and the egregious Sigillar ia, fr inging the otherwise 
lifeless marshes which environed them, may and did 
survive through the Coming Ages of the popu lous 
Deep, and sustained the Fauna of a r ipening Wor ld. 
We cur iously explore the most  ancient  Golgotha of 
the Pr imit ive Flora, and find there not  one relic of 
the Animal Kingdom: bu t  the ascending Archives 
declare myr iads of Cephalopods, Cr in ites, Tr ilobiles, 
and Cocchi-fers, creatures with the least  sensat ion, 
and which wou ld be the very first  to star t  in to 
existence when the Oceanic temperament  fu ll to 
their  necessary point . And the petr ified Eyes of 
Crustaceans remaining to th is day in a per fect  slate, 
t r iumphant ly show that  the same st ructu re and 
disposit ion were common to themselves and their  
remotest  descendant , sat isfying us that  the ident ical 
light  of the Sun by which we have vision was also 
the medium of sight  to them, and inscr ibing the 
moment in  which that  Sun was first  manifest . 
Hence, coupling supernal Light , excessive heat , and 
the atmospher ical Consequences of both together : it  
is not  too much to say, nor  for  Philosophy to 
concede that  the Light  of the Sun (if it  existed then 
at  all, which is doubt fu l,) cou ld not  penetrate that  
atmosphere, nor  subdue that  other  Light , and that  
it  had no conceivable use upon our  Planet  before 
those Creatures wore brought  for th to whom alone it  
cou ld he of any the. least  value, and without  which 
indeed, they cou ld not  live. " Dixit  au tem Deus; fiant  
luminar ia in  firmamento cœli.Ð Et sint  in  signa et  
tempora,et  dies, et  annosÐ Et factum est  vespere et  
mane, dies quar tus." 
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Having once recognised the Creatu re with  l ife, we 
need not  pause upon the seeming except ions of 
contemporaneous Piscal Ver tebrata, somet imes found 
with  those Pr imordial Pat terns of Mar ine Being. The 
System of adjustment abides, although we are as yet  
unable to refer  every Rock  to its t rue Chronological 
place, and the Mar ine Blood-hound to h is actual Age: 
And the absence of a True  ter restr ial Creatu re from 
the Ear lier  Deposits, apar t  from physiological 
induct ion, which gives the affirmative, decides that 
the Ocean had the pr ior ity of a Sent ient Race. New 
Orders of Animals mu lt iply with the Progressive 
Seas, unt il Dragons come to Lord it  over the 
teeming Waters, and over also the Libellu lñ  of the 
super incumbent Sk ies. “ Dixit , et iam Deus; 
producant aquñ  rept ile aniniñ  vivent is, et  volat ile 
super terrain sub firmamento cœli.Ð Et factum est 
vespere et mane, dies qu intus. ” 

II. The Quantity of Time, l ike the Quadratu re of 
the Circle, is unknown. It  is either slow, or qu ick , 
or  short , or  long, according to the ever oscillat ing 
mind of a man. True, we take the ordinary measure 
of the Astral Bodies by which to compu te Time, bu t 
ou r not ion of it  is absolu tely indefin ite and 
worthless. Dreaming we often crowd the events of a 
Centu ry and the immensity of a Universe into the 
shortest space; and Ephemera born that  instant  to 
die, have most  likely a sense of durat ion fu ll and 
complete as our  own. To argue then about  Time, 
were absurd; bu t  the acknowledgment of the 
Heavenly "light  givers" constrains us to ask  if 
thencefor th their , appointed mission, they were the 
only sources from which Animal and Vegetable Life 
obtained sustentat ion. The condit ion of these 
Kingdoms, long after  the appearance of Organs 
which, bespeak sunlight , negat ives that  hypothesis; 
the fossil Skeletons of those Sent ient  and Floral 
Families, which most  demand an exaggerated, heat , 
are alone found, longÐ long after  the revelat ion of 
the Sun. The finality of Physics was accomplished 
by degrees, and the Ear th Cont inued her  Career  in  
the Or iginal Cycle of Time, of which the fishes and 
beasts knew their  individual por t ion by the light  of 
that  Sun, which awoke their  hear t -t ides and lu lled 
them too. The ordinary day then of twenty-four  
hours existed for  that  New Edit ion of Things to 
which it  was indispensable, bu t  it  is no less cer tain 
that  the Pr imal Quant it ies of Time were meted ou t , 
and that  our  Planet  st ill coursed the veiled 
Camdeos of an immense Circle, ir respect ive of that  
bor rowed lust re of which we speak. 

This premise understood, the Volume of Nature, 
by which we piously hope the bet ter  to understand 
the Oracles of God, increases in in terest  and 
intelligibility the far ther  we examine its contents. It  
may be conjectu red that  the pregnant  Seas wou ld 
embrace an equally prolific Ear th as soon as over  
that  came in its tu rn to an equ ilibr ium, and th is we 
find to be the fact : and the graminivorous and 
herbivorous birds and beast  of the Ear lier  Ter t iary 
Per iod indicate by their  size a most  propit ious 
Clime, and boundless profusion of food. The 
pretence upon which all Mar ine Classes of Animals 
are refer red to a co-temporaneaus or igin, because a 
bone of a sharp-toothed monster  has been detected 
in a suspicious place, is as lit t le wor th as the 
apocryphal except ions which here also present  
themselves, the remains of an Owl, and of one or  
two other  Accipit res; In the former  case the 
overwhelming myr iads of lowermost  Creatures, and 
in the lat ter  the count less herbivora, and the 
Gallinaceñ  disown these unnatural except ions. The 
Stonesfield, so-called, opossum,

upon whose t iny skeleton swings with  ant icipate 
groans so many ponderous l ies, of all an imals affords 
the very best  reasons for  resign ing it  to the Deep; the 
extr insic argument is no less decisive, its bed is 
Mar ine, and its bony Companions all in  a common 
grave are mar ine also. Moreover , with  respect  to the 
Orn ith ickn ites, and other  marks in  the New Red 
Sandstone of Amer ica, to refer  them to red-blooded 
Cotemporaneous birds, in  the face of protest ing 
natu re were vain  indeed. In  the almost  Egyp-t ian 
darkness which envelopes the nebu lous h istory of a 
Planet , how can we expect  to construe every mut ilated 
Hieroglyph? Refer  these specious shadows to the 
"weoph"-

�����

 , of Genesis, which implies a mar ine-
aer ial Creatu reÐ traces of an engrafted-by-Evil stock  
of which are now known as Pteroctactyles, and the 
difficu lty vanishes. Even were these " Footmarks " 
substant iated as those of actual birds, the Rock  
which preserves them may have been disin tegrated 
and subject  to such slight  impressions ages beyond 
the Epoch to which it  really belongs. 

Th is by self-demonstrated analogies, and the 
ident ical exuviñ  of the first  Terrestr ial Orders, we 
ponder  upon the very date in  which our  Mother  Ear th  
gave bir th  to a Mammiferous popu lat ion, and 
indignant ly reject  the in t rusive bones of those Satanic 
Races, which came howling at  a later  Per iod, and of a 
waning For tune. The march of Th ings from Chaos 
through Light , and Life, proceeds from the threshold 
of Sense to its sou l, from the Crawling worm on the 
Ocean-floor  to the Parent  of ou r  God-like Race. To 
strain  after  arguments in  behalf of God©s unsu ll ied 
Creat ion, were to varn ish the Empyrean, and burn ish 
the Sun : Every Condit ion of r ight  reason, every 
process of Science, every th ing above, below, and in  
the Depths proclaim the goodness of Jehovah, by 
whom the Heavens, and the Ear th , and all their  Host  
were fin ished. “ Dixit  quoque Det is : producat  ter ra 
an imam viveatem in  genere suo, jumenta, et  rept i l ia, 
et  best ias term secua-dum species suas-Ð Et ait ; 
faciamus Hominem ad imagi-nem, et  similitudinem 
nostram; et  prñ sit  piscibus mar is, et  volafi l ibus cœli, 
et  best i is, un iversñ que ter rñ , omnique rept i l i , quod 
movetu r  in  ter ra. Viditque Deus cuncta quñ  fecerat ; 
et  erant  valde bona. Et  factum est  vespere et  mane, 
dies sextus. ” 

SECT, III. Adorable Eloh imÐ blessed be His Holy 
Name, made the Wor ld, bu ilt  i t  for  a Throne, and 
enr iched the Sceptre thereof for  the Son of Eloh im, 
The King of the Wor ld came, with  Domin ion, and the 
Roll of h is Glory is long. There is, alas! another  
Register  of succeeding Times, penned by ter r ific 
Fiends. Clot ty horr ible, it  opens the History of 
fiendish Bru tes, which came by permission, bu t  
su rely not  the Hand of Jehovah. Their  unclean 
carcasses in  every quar ter  of the Globe, suggest  a 
Curse un iversal, and their  ugly bones offer  us a Scale 
by which to calcu late the stately Titans upon whom 
they warred. Here then we fall upon Evil; l ike Time it  
is a Proper ty of which we know barely the Effects, and 
per-haps the most deplorable Consequence of Evil is 
that  very fact . It  cover ts in  fire, air , ear th , and in  
water , pouncing upon us at  pleasure, for  ever  spoil ing 
and laying us waste. We may call it  the ant ithesis of 
every good, bu t  the defin it ion of Evil was known to 
man only at  the moment of h is fall. 

 
“Fertus Prometheus addere, pr incipi 
 Limo coactus, par t icu lam undique  
Desectam” 

 
It  is enough that Evil reaches above the Clouds, and  
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for  ou r Argument that Violence is one of h is 
attr ibu tes, let  us then track  Violence back  from ou r 
own Iron Age to his lair , in which he first  on Earth 
lapped his tongue in blood. It  may be objected that 
many murderous monsters ensangu ined the Pr imal 
Deep, crying havoc, long before the coming of Man, 
and the revelat ion of Moral Evil in h is person. Now, 
it  is impossible to say that no Race of fallen 
In tell igences had previously ru led the Ocean, for  
whose sake, it   had been accursed. This opin ion 
was held by the most ancient Nat ions, and even 
embodied in  descr ipt ive Colors on their  Temple.-. 
The Holy Scr iptu res Themselves encourage some 
such an hypothesis, in  that Cain says, ."every 
one that findeth me shall slay me," at  a t ime 
which  it  has sorely vexed theologians to fu rn ish 
with  other men. And Genesis pronouncing once 
that Jehovah blessed the Creatu res of the Deep, 
gives the green herb for  food to the beast of the 
Earth, the fowl of heaven, and every creeping 
th ing upon the earth , and then in  th is final 
summation leaves the inhabitants of the Sea 
ent irely ou t. Th is expressive silence, the 
exclamation of Cain, and the Magian Tradit ions, 
are su fficient ly indicat ive of an hypothesis, the 
import  of which stands confessed under our 
not ice. So many Sciences as well as Arts have 
been wholly lost , or  we may have traced th is 
fact , and all others in  Natu re and Eth ics, up to 
its source, and there squared it  as certain ly with  
the In ternal Law, as with  the Analogies of 
reason, the induct ion of Faith , and the belief of 
Nat ions. 

Passing th is, then, we shudder over the old 
Spectral World, when, armed with  poison, fang, 
and fu ry, ten thousand h ideous monsters: 
sl ipped from leash, shr iek  to the Four Winds, 
and scare peace for  ever away. The Malefactor 
Adamites, gigant ic in  the Fall, so were the gr im 
Bru tes giants which batt led with  them for blood. 
These too have their  Ancestral bones, in  many 
an Antre vast, and they both together per ish, in  
the wild exu lant Flood. 

Thus, we demonstrate a fugit ive bu t certain  
Element, new to our own Creat ion, if not the 
very antagonist  by which it  shall be at  last  
annih ilated ; the Spir it  of Evil, opposed to the 
existence of all th ings, not except ing its own 
Su icidal-self. Its effects upon the first  unguarded 
Sons of Man, gifted as they were with  incredible 
moral and physical energy, must have been 
awfu l. To find themselves deposed from 
Author ity as gods, and their  fal l ing Empire 
invaded by fr ightfu l Swarms of Venomous 
Beings, must have torn their  hearts with  rage 
and remorse"  

 
“  Andax omnim perpet i 
Gens humana ru it  aper  vet ium nefas" 
 
Old Ammon invented not the sublime Story of 

the Titan ides. The First  amongst the post-
diluvian Nat ions, amidst si lence and desolat ion. 
and the scarcely withdrawn 

tokens of God's Wrath, it  was related to h im by 
Osir is in  the Shadow of the Pil lars which Seth 
gravened with  now accomplished Prophecies, 
and the most precious lore of the departed 
Giants. 

Fort ified on every side, the Sacred Scr iptu res 
stand based upon Ever last ing Tru th. The 
personality of Matter , whatever it  be Eloh im 
created it .    Light, whatever it  be,  Eloh im  next 
created.     Life,  whatever  it  be, created he last .     
He clothed the World vernally,  gave  to it   fishes, 
then beasts, and appointed Man over them all, 
The heat which forced Ferns in to Forests, and 
crowded them by mil l ions, were fatal to any 
order of l iving of ext inct  creatu re : under a 
mit igated clime, the most nerveless animals 
wou ld first  come for th  ; they came, and there in  
the Transit ion Rocks, the Mollusc Orthacerat ite. 
Spir ifer , Pioducta, Tr i lobites, and Myr iad 
Radiated  Creatu res remain. The vertebrata in  
order followed : at  last  the, Earth was inhabited, 
and Man appointed Lord over all. 

Bu t a change came upon the happy scene. Let 
the str ife of famil ies, the. fact ions of Empire, an 
armed confl ict ing wor ld confess the dismal 
Cause. 

Our Race was well n igh ext ingu ished, and the 
pr imal carn ivora destroyed qu ite : behold the 
wrecks of a Deluge strewn innumerable 
everywhere –“ quñ  caret ora cruore nostro? ” 
and hear the tradit ions of every People upon 
Earth, and the Scr iptu res. Too long has it  been 
agreed to postpone these Holy Books, the 
Fountain  of all t rue Philosophy. They withdraw 
the Curtain  of Time, and by the Curse of Eve 
explain  the Ru ins of the World, revealing the 
sure footsteps of Jehovah. Through all His 
glor ious works to the topmost, one ceaseless 
expression of unu tterable goodness sh ines. From 
fallen Adam to the Flood Satanic fu ry ru les. By 
th is Golden Book  of Books we decipher the 
momentous Fortunes of mank ind to Etern ity 
itself: Through Gu lfs of molten blood batt l ing 
with  Hell and Death, and at last  dashing the 
Kraaken Fiends over the walls of God©s wail ing 
Creat ion, down, down unto the Abyss Tophet. 
Bu t the Theme belongs to another occasion. 

The Slough of Matter  in  which the moderns 
splash, subserves a Spectacle of which the wor ld 
has t ired before. The mechanical propensit ies of 
our Age vain ly essay an argument which has no 
ground, and is opposed to the immortal inst incts 
and habits of the Sou l. The Times wil l  su rely 
come when all gross Theor ies of Matter  shall be 
devoted to the Flames, and a second Othmar 
decree for  all Nat ions the ever last ing destruct ion 
of the instruments by which the Spir it  of ou r 
Race has been Carnalized and so near ly lost . The 
Grand Scheme of the matter less i l l imitable 
un iverse shall remain, l ike an old and massive 
Temple, or  a vast Cathedral, upreared by 
Colossal Genii. cont inuous and changeless as 
Jehovah and co-eternal. 
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CHAPTER   II.  

 

 
OF THE GREAT SEA-DRAGONS, ICHTHYOSAURI. 

 
 
he  Histor ian of ext inct  Races of Animals, in  the 
absence of compar ison and other  ordinary Ru les 

upon which the Memoirs of Living Creatures are 
founded, not  in frequent ly confines h imself to the 
merest  field of Anatomy, beyond which lie the 
Provinces of Doubt , which 

we invade and forage at  our  per il. And the cold 
Philosophy of the moderns has been always carefu l 
to au thent icate only those Works in which the plain 
Tuscan Style is observed, to the sacr ifice of all 
ornament  rhetor ical ,and extr insic; Never theless the 
most  general favor ite Authors in Natural History, 
from Ar istot le to Buffon downward, are those of the 
most  enthusiast ic disposit ion, which enliven their  
wr it ings and fill them with charms. These studied 
Nature with Genius, pencilling her  most  beaut ifu l 
at t itudes and colors, changefu l and fleet ing though 
they be; disdain ing to carve and gash her  to pieces 
for  the mean sake of count ing them when it  was 
done. 

There is no subject , perhaps, with in the vision of 
man about  which so many fascinat ing objects 
revolve as ours, the Chronicle of the great  Sea-
dragons, which ru led the r idgy Deep, and sunk 
Empire and Life in  the Profundity of pre-Adamic 
Times. The mere skeleton of a lost  Genus, unsight ly 
and incur ious though it  be apparent ly, is the 
precious ar id sole surviving Symbol of the most  
recondite Tru ths, and the Fu lcrum of that  
ponderous lever  by which only we can upheave 
them from the Abyss of Ages. The bony Out line of an 
ext inct  Monster  is a faded Car toon of Nature, by 
which we study abstractest  Beaut ies, analyze the 
most  subt le Concept ions, and revivify Mat ter  itself. 
It  is also the figure of a Moral Quant ity, by which, 
sublimizing Time, we descry through his agitated 
Shadows the Elemental Order  of Things in Heaven, 
and in the Ear th. Hence the vital in terest  which 
at taches to fossil 

Organic remains, and their  incalcu lable value in 
the Scale of Metaphysics when found. They weigh 
the Wor ld in a balance, au thent icate some of the 
most  obscure passages of the  ant ique Faith, and 
resuscitate Memories which cou ld have otherwise 
no Resurrect ion. By the Egypt ian Monoliths, the 
Temple Bel, and the consent of old Grñ cia, and the 
Papuan Gu inea; by the Round Towers of Ireland, 
and of India, and the Teu ton Creed,  we reach the 
Stones of Memorial of the Flood, whether at 
Stonehenge, or in Asia, or  in America; by the 
pyramids of Geezah., the Cyclopean Abodes, and 
the Carcasses of annihilated Carnivore, we ascend 
the ante-diluvial Stream of years even to Eden; by 
these ext inct Dragons we navigate the pre-Adamite 
Seas to their  very Margin, and look , over the "Edge 
of Matter into Chaos, l ift ing the Veil of Isis, 
metamorphosed as gods. 

The physical relat ions which subsisted in the 
departed Saur ian Nations are no less signal than 
:the abstract ones; fit ted exclusively for  the Sea, 
which in ou r t ime has only a fabu lous Serpent, 
these Taninim prove that the great Pr inciple of 
Unity established throughou t all the Creatu res 

of the Earth, has had other adaptat ions than those 
of Modern date. They perpetuate a Design no 
longer in use, show a Retract ive Power in the  Act 
of blott ing ou t an Amalek ite Race, and fu rnish 
data by which to est imate the Figu res of the most 
distant Times, through all the Normal Velocit ies to 
which the Almighty dest ined them. With such 
extraordinary Propert ies, Palñ ontologists have 
been much puzzled to assimilate these fossil 
Remains with, the Classes of actual Beings. Half 
l izard, and half fish, the name Ichthyosaur i 
expresses the words, bu t not the Idea which lu rks 
with in them. It  is therefore only a conventional 
term, forced upon us by the rash attempt to ally 
Past and Present Races, l iving under two such 
alien Planets. 

In ou r Memoirs it  was mete to honour the 
dist ingu ished Philosophers who commenced the  
History of these enigmatical Tr ibes, as far as 
consisted with the or iginal facts alone in ou r 
possession. We therefore cont inued it  under their  
own Tit le, and, pu rsu ing the pr inciple upon which 
it  set for th to its just conclusion, coined names for 
the several skeletons we had acqu ired. The  old 
specific cognomina, Tenu irostr is, Platyodon, 
Intermedius, and Communis, were shown to be at 
var iance, and qu ite inapplicable to the Species 
meant by them, and others offered instead. These 
new Names were protested on account of their  
length: they sinned also against the Greek  canon 
of one subject and one predicate. Bu t since every 
known Saurian Remain falls into its place under 
ou r System, we shall retain it ; hoping to obviate 
all object ion by dropping the preposit ional ���	��
 -
paddle, leaving that to be always understood, and 
translat ing the compounds Oligost inus, 
Polyost inus, Strongylost inus, and 
Paramecost inus of ou r memoirs from Specific to 
Generic terms. My seven perfect Skeletons, and 
the whole subsidiary Collect ion happily resolve 
themselves under these heads ; and every other 
Relic that we have seen, bu t help to confirm the 
link . I appeal to the whole world if it  be not better 
thus to dist ingu ish them rather than by Proper 
Nouns, which at present myst ify and Disgrace 
every horn-book  on Natu ral History. It  is true that 
Linñ us,  Latreil le, and other worthies named 
certain Species after the discoverer, or  after  
eminent Persons; bu t they did so only when the 
Character was absolu tely unknown. Cou ld they 
have foreseen the flagrant abuses to which the 
example led, that with in a centu ry the except ion 
wou ld actually depose the Ru le, that example 
wou ld have been so str ict ly guarded, that there 
wou ld be now no occasion to deplore a pract ice so 
in ju r ious to the dignity of Science, and the Taste 
of the Age in which we live. I hardly ant icipate the 
immediate abnegation of the jargon by which 
these Sauri have been hitherto recognised, bu t  
am content to abide the ordinary cou rse of 
events, and even await  the Coming  Generat ion 
for that ingenuousness which may not be found 
in th is. 

T 
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Fur ther , we propose to restore these Lost  Tr ibes 
to a Kingdom of their  own. Belonging to ages so 
infin itely removed from ours, squared confessedly, 
to a Creat ion for  ever  past , and formed upon the 
most  Intent  pr inciples in Nature, with no surviving 
analogue, their  numeral is unknown. The ver tebral 
sub-regna, mammalia, aves, replilia, et  pisces, 
severally reject  them. They are the Jews of Creat ion, 
alone in the actual Wor ld, and pecu liar  to the One 
by-gone. 

These unparalleled phenomena demand a Style 
and Tit le of their  own. Throughout  the Greek, and 
Lat in, and all the der ivat ive Languages living, float  
t radit ional not ices of a supposed Chimera, under  
the term Dragon. Back ing th is word through the 
more ancient  Semit ic Tongues, we come at  last  to 
its root  in  the most  ancient  of all, the blessed 
Hebrew. There, in  the Inspired Annals of Ear th, we 
read of the Gedolim Tanin im, the Great  Sea-
Serpents, the fr ight fu l Dragons of Dead Times, the 
long-lost  Ichthyosaur i and Plesiosaur i, of which we 
t reat . 

 
REGNUMÐ Gedolim Tanin im.Ð ��
 � 
 �  ��� �����

SUB-REGNUM.Ð Ichthyosaurus.-  et   
GENUS.Ð Oligost inus.Ð ��� ���������� !

ossibus in  palmipedibus 
SPECIES I Ð Dent ibus formosis, membrana 

sclerot icñ  frustu lis perpaucis, 
palmipedibus crassis. Tab II et  VI Fig 1 

II.Ð  Dent ibus adu incis et  crassis, membrana 
sclerot ica mu lt iplici, palmipedibus 
levior ibus. Tab. III. et  V et  VI. Figs. 2 et  3. 

 
The huge Oligost inus of our  former  Memoirs, 

Plate III, substant iated the genus of our  present  
theme. Unt il the discovery of that  gigant ic Skeleton, 
the paddles of Ichthyosaur i were remarkable for  the 
number  of their  joints, if, indeed, we except  the 
imper fect  Rames of the Strongylost inus deposited in 
the Br istol Inst itu t ion by Miss Anning. Prophet ic I 
sought  h is vast  quadrupedal oars, bur ied count less 
years under  ten thousand tons of shale and stone, 
passing the bony keel and r ibs ou t  of which Time 
had so ent irely shat tered the Creature, its ancient  
Mar iner  and Occupant . The carcass, there a wreck, 
was st randed for  ever ; the oars which erst  
circumnavigated the round Wor ld, lay for  ever  idle, 
bu t  their  mission was not  wholly at  an end. 
Philosophy demanding other  at t r ibu tes beside that  
of size, whereby to classify th ings, the Paddles of 
th is huge sea-beast  instant ly  presented 
themselves. The old misnomer Platyodon, named in 
the present  Genus, gave place to featu res so 
ent irely new, and it  was generally admit ted that  a 
bet ter  gener ic Ru le than the paddles offered cou ld 
not  be found. 

The length of the Names published in the 
Memoirs alluded to, and the heret ical doctr ine 
which maintained them, alone I presume lost  the 
suppor t  of that  Great  Geological Chief, withou t  
whose Countenance no clansman shou ld hazard a 
step beyond his ranks. 

In presuming to name Professor  Buck land, I avail 
myself of the oppor tunity to plead that  the object ion 
was bu t  the Purgatory which every New System in 
some or  another  Shape is doomed to pass. And it  
requ ired no lit t le perseverance and good for tune to 
test  and reduce these names to the Classic Ru le 
and Example which, here, now, I submit  for  my 
reader 's approval. 

And in reference to Specific dist inct ions, these 
Remains, wrapt  in  the Grave-clothes of many Ages,  

come before us inscr ibed like the mummies of old 
Æ gyptus, in  a language abandoned evermore. The pre-
human, l ike the lat ter  Pharaohs, have perpetuated only 
the let ter  of their  once dread Persons, in  gu ises of stone. 
In vain did Belzoni conjectu re after  the personality of the 
gorgeous Sarcophagus which bears his name; and we as 
vain ly str ive after  those physiological dist inct ions by 
which Natural Philosophy has separated and arranged 
each in his place the Orders of l iving creatu res; so 
that, forsaken of the Common Aids, if ever a Scr ibe 
be just ified in treat ing a foreign th ing or iginally, 
these fl inty Images of ext inct Tongues present the 
best occasion. The several Relics which shall 
chance be found must therefore necessar ily fix the 
name of the party who sets them forth: The golden 
Signet of Phraah, discovered by Salt , passing to the 
hand of Mr. Sams, was shown me by that worthy 
Traveller  as “ Salt©s ;” and the Spoils gathered by 
Miss Anning, resolving themselves into ou r fou r 
Genera, shall st i l l rejoice in that Name to the last. 
We may Map ou t the broad Ou tline of these 
defunct Races, bu t the detail must chiefly consist  
in those accidents of persons by whom they are 
torn from Oblivion, and bequeathed to the 
Generat ions that follow. It  will be seen eventually 
how absu rd it  were to Lat in ize the Names 

We proceed to the Oligost inus in Plate II. The 
minu te descr ipt ion in ou r Memoirs of Ichthyosaur i 
and Plesiosau r i, of the sole Oligost inus then 
extant, Plate III, renders another anatomical précis 
here unnecessary, the bu ild of both skeletons of 
the two plates being as one; they are due also to 
the same celebrated Lyme, and were discovered by 
Miss Anning, to whom that celebr ity is ent irely 
due. 

Bu t there are many character ist ic deviat ions 
which requ ire Notice, beside the valuable fact that 
whereas the lat ter  l ies abdominally flat  in the Lias, 
the first  is seen thrown upon his side. We are thus 
favou red with a view of the Sclerot ic, and a much 
more str ik ing Contou r of the head, in which st il l 
lu rketh the ghost of a gr im and greedy th ing. The 
hyoides are also in their  actual place, which was 
before Conjectu ral, and the teeth are much better 
shown. 

The posit ion of the Skeleton in Plate III, conceals 
the form of the Eye, which is so perfect in his 
Kindred Head of Plate V. The present Oligost inus 
boasts a no less complete opt ical shield; bu t it  is 
composed of fewer pieces than the former, an 
indubitable evidence of a different Species, and one 
of the numberless reasons for ou r republicat ion of 
some of the plates of ou r former work . This 
unlooked-for means serves to ident ify the head in 
the Br it ish Museum, published by Sir  Everard 
Home, in the Phil. Trans. 1814, which has an eye 
framed like that of Plate V. Dr. Buck land remarks 
in his celebrated "Br idgewater Treat ise." that in 
l iving animals these bony plates are fixed in the 
exter ior  or sclerot ic coat of the eye, and vary in 
scope of act ion, by alter ing the convexity of the 
Cornea: by their  retract ion they press forward the 
front of the eye and convert  it  into a microscope; in 
resuming their  posit ion, when the eye is at rest, 
they convert  it  into a telescope." Perhaps also, as in 
the Chameleon, the bodily sk in of the Taninim was 
glazed over part  of the sclerot ic, having an apertu re 
in the centre, directed with the pupil at  pleasu re to 
any point, withou t moving the  head, which was so 
carefu lly braced to the dorsum and chest that it  
cou ld have had bu t l it t le motion
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of its own. By such induct ions we revive the habits 
of Creatures long vanished away, and recolor  the 
ardent  Monster  fleet ing through the expanse of Seas 
like lightn ing to h is distant  prey, with a lust  
quenchable alone in gore. 

The teeth of Plate HI, and V, go far  to prove them 
of the same species, while those of Plate II, as 
clear ly signify another . The Str ia; are much more 
numerous, sharp, and defined in the last ; and the 
teeth are as elegant  as the others are th ick , hooked, 
and clumsy. A number , common to all the 
specimens, sat isfactor ily refers them to one Genus. 
Vide Plate VI. Figs, 1,2, 3. 

We have now to record a most  cur ious fact  
relat ive to the Cervix of Ichthyosaur i. It  was 
previously known that  the At las and Dentatus were 
joined together  by synar throsis, and that  minor  
differences of shape dist ingu ished them from the 
other  ver tebra; But  in  1835 Sir  Phillip Grey Eger ton, 
Bar t , procured some specimens from Miss Anning, 
with another  remarkable feature. In a “ Paper  “ read 
soon after , before the Geological Society, it  is 
descr ibed as a “ sub-ver tebral wedge, placed 
t ransversely to the smaller  diameter , “ underneath 
the occipu t , At las, Axis, and even one or  more 
succeeding bones. 

From a skeleton seen by, bu t  alas! impossible for  
us to save, in  the soft  pu lveru lent  lias Clay, we 
subsequent ly gathered the occipital, the anchylosed 
At las and Axis with their  wedges, and the other  
bones, Plate VI. Fig. 4. The Paddles were also 
secured, and the black  and jet ty Jaws which lay 
there in the sacr ificial clay, declared a 
Strongylost inus: We have also obtained a 
Strongylost inus from the village of Keinton, in  which 
there are three sub-ver tebrae. On the other  hand, 
Fig. 5 represents an At las and Axis, belonging to 
another  Genus, the former  of which alone has a face 
for  the wedge. Fig. 6 represents an At las and Axis, 
and Fig. 7 the cervical apparatus of a skeleton in my 
collect ion copied by Sir  Phillip Eger ton. 

Sir  Phillip Eger ton therefore conjectu red r ight ly 
that  " modificat ions in the forms and propor t ions of 
the cervical apparatus, wou ld probably be found in 
animals of different  species." In how many var iet ies 
they were possessed, it  may requ ire several years to 
ascer tain, the region in which they exist  being 
almost  always obscured by the over lying Sku ll, the 
paddles, and the r ibs. It  happens thus in the two 
species, Plate II, and III; bu t  an enormous ver tebral 
column of the Oligost iuus, found by Miss Anning in 
1835, and deposited in the Br it ish Museum, enables 
us to add that  th is Genus claims at  least  one if not  
more of these sub-ver tebral wedges. 

The comparat ive dispropor t ion of the head, and 
the fragile spine of Ichthyosaur i, demanded a 
number  of contr ivances by way of balance, of which 
these sub-ver tebra are one. The conjunct ion of the 
At las and Axis is followed up in the next  three, and 
in some instances four , five, six, and seven ver tebra 
by flat tened nicies to prevent  taxat ion; and the 
fossa: for  the r ibs are planted at  the anter ior  margin 
of the bone itself; so that  the r ib, project ing with its 
muscu lar  braces is thrown in all its gravity upon the 
next  anter ior  ver tebra. The spinous apophyses, too, 
contr ibu te by ar t icu lar  facets lock ing into one 
another ; and the Sternal apparatus, placed to 
receive and enlarged to bear  the shock of any 
emergency, st ill fu r ther  guard and protect  the spine 
from the chances alluded to. 

These sub-ver tebral wedges, then, are bu t  one of 
the many forethoughts by which Nature 
compensated herself, although in their  degree 

indispensable for  the well-work ing of the machine, 
amongst  the ru ins of which they are found. 

Sir  Phillip Eger ton has the undoubted r ight  of 
discovery, although the wedges presented 
themselves to my not ice first . In  page 31 of the 
Memoirs before ment ioned, the body of the hyoides 
is descr ibed as "a solid disk ," which was none bu t  a 
wedge. The mistake arose from my finding a like 
bone exact ly between the hyoidal appendices in the 
subject  of Plate XVIII; in  descr ibing which, page 34, 
it  is remarked that  " we were in doubt  of the osseous 
disc, and the two Styloid processes accompanying it , 
unt il we found them at  the poster ior  th ird of the 
infer ior  jaws, which situat ion ident ifies them as the 
hyoides." The Tympana too, of the same exact  size 
and shape, only that  they are hollow, contr ibu ted to 
the er ror , which I am happy to cor rect  through the 
bet ter  for tune of Sir  Phillip, who has taken so much 
interest  in , and pursued Geology with deserved 
reputat ion and success. 

For ty-four  dorsal ver tebra: belong to both 
skeletons, although they have th icker  bodies in that  
of Plate II. The ver tebras are sunk in pyr itaceous 
matter , impossible to detach; indeed the whole 
Skeleton was so enveloped in th is inconvenient  
substance, that  Miss Anning declared I shou ld be 
able to do noth ing with it . However , six of the long 
days of June from daybreak unt il dark  were spent  
by myself and a stone-cu t ter  over  the head alone, 
dur ing which we expended a Magazine of chisels, 
wore ou t  their  steel, broke and flung them away. 
But  the mallet  resounded, nor  did the fiery sparks 
follow in vain; not  in  vain did we both toil with all 
our  sk ill, and a Zeal which noth ing bu t  success 
cou ld slake. The teeth, the hyoides, the sclerot ica, 
the magnificent  sku ll appeared; the dorsum, the 
tail, the r ibs, the pelvis, the paddles, the, at  last  
grand whole, dist ingu ished by relat ions significant ly 
its own. The teeth, the ver tebrñ  in shape, and no 
less the humer i, the femora, and the pelvis; the 
sclerot ic in  number , and the tou t  ensemble all 
together , while the persistence of style in  both 
specimens, consigns them to a common Genus, and 
even enables us to car ry induct ions through Sir  E. 
Home©s, and the head of our  Plate V, of the most  
in terest ing k ind. 

The fragment  of Plate IV, is the only example of 
Scapu lñ  belonging to th is Race of Giants, save a 
detached joint  with the Ver tebral Column just  
quoted, in  the Br it ish Museum. For  th is reason the 
plate is valuable, and I shall car ry it  on in the 
Chronicles of the Great  Sea-serpents, unt il I am 
enabled to present  my indu lgent  reader  a bet ter  
sternal illust rat ion, and poster ity the ant icipated 
individual which shall afford it . 

Some seven or  eight  years ago Mr. Bowerbank, of 
London, of whom I cou ld say many handsome 
th ings, bu t  that  I fear  to offend h is remarkable 
goodness and modesty of disposit ion, in t imated to 
me the discovery of an immense Ichthyosaurus at  
Whitby, in  Yorkshire, par ts of which he had only 
cursor ily seen, bu t  which he imagined might  be an 
acqu isit ion wor thy my Collect ion. Accordingly I 
star ted by the mail, for  York  one winter  day, and 
posted thence to Whitby in an agony of fear  lest  I 
shou ld be too late to secure the fancied pr ize. I 
found there a load of wor th less stone, cer tes with 
two or  three long, star ing, impudent  bones of a jaw, 
a few teeth and ver tebrñ , and that  was all: Had it  
lain at  my feet , in  any place whatever , it  wou ld have 
been a nu isance. By what  ext raordinary 
legerdemain I know not , nor  can I guess any of the 
par t ies by whom it  was effected, or  I shou ld immedi- 
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ately apply to them for  the square of the Circle, the 
key to the ar row-headed characters of Bactr iana, 
and other  such myster ies; bu t  th is wor th less lit ter  
now lies in the Br it ish Museum, in a cost ly Cabinet , 
daubed with grease and su lphate of lime. I defy the 
reproach of personality. I know noth ing of at tending 
circumstances, whether  of er ror  in  judgment, or  of 
vanity in  a donor , or  of mistake in all; bu t  there the 
th ing lies, for  which, having spared no t ime, no 
money, I wou ld not , nor  wou ld any one else, bestow 
a doit . 

With th is nameless except ion, then, and the head 
of PLATE V, all the known remains of the Genus 
Oligost inus are due to Miss Anning. They stand 
thus: 

 

Species I 

Oligost inus. PI. II. ..Found by.Miss 
Anning. 

Ver tebral Column, alluded to by Sir  P. 
Eger ton. 

Geol. Trans. 
Scapu lñ , &c of PI. IV 

Species II 

Oligost inus. PI. III 
Sir  Everad Home’s Head.Vide 

Phil.Trans. 
Head PI. V  A person, name unknown 

It  may be observed that  Mr . Johnson, of Br istol, 
has the Cranium of an Oligost inus, which was 
found by Miss Anning several years ago at  Lyme, 
because it  has been the appu i for  many a tale on 
account  of its large eye sockets. It  possesses no 
specifical ident ificat ion whatever .  

 

 

CHAPTER  III. 
 
 
 
GENUS POLYOSTINUS. "�# $&%('*) #,+ -/.�-�-0+ 12'3-4+ 576�8�) 9:+ 6�"�;�+ 12'3-�$  
SPECIES I. Capito magno, dent ibus grandibus ac paucis pectore solidissimo. Tab. VII. IX. et  X. 
SPECIES II. Compage minore el debiliore.    Tab. VIII. et  XI. 
 

Y a singu lar  fatality the Communis of the old 
names proves the rarest  Genus of all. The most  

incessant  enthusiasm of pursu it , for  more than ten 
years, from Lyme Nor thward through all the Lias 
Covers in England, has obtained us bu t  one " hark  
hallo," and the one Conquest  that  followed it . We 
descr ibed the st renuous effor t  and the happy 
for tune by which that  difficu lt  animal was secured, 
in  our  Memoirs, and republish here the Plate VII, as 
the t rophy of both. 

Beside the recorded gener ic th ickness of head, 
comparat ive paucity of large dumpy teeth, sternal 
st rength, and above all the paddles; Plate VII, 
presents a fact , which instead of being accidental to 
the individual, us at  first  supposed, belongs to the 
universal sub-Regnum itself. 

We purposely avoided any compar ison between 
the Cervical apparatus of these lost  Races and our  
own contemporary Cetacca, in  the last  Chapter , 
that  we might  illust rate by the most  remarkable 
contrasts the amazing heterodoxy which obtains in 
the former ; dr ive them from any community 
whatever  from all Creatures of the Adamic and 
post-diluvian epocha, and reinstate them the more 
t r iumphant ly in  the solitary pre-eminence of Time 
and of Being, to which they advanced so many 
substant ial claims. 

Of the neck ,Ð the anchylosis and other modes by 
which the preponderat ing head is balanced with 
the attenuated spine, finds analogies in many 
actual whales; so does the tail of these astonishing 
Taninim, square with the pecu liar  attr ibu te of that 
belonging to the Libyan Boa; and was, perhaps, 
imposed upon the former, as upon the last, for  a 
moral pu rpose, lest the strong shou ld subdue the 
weak , and at length ext ingu ish the Pacific 
Kingdoms of Creat ion. 

The Cunning and cruel Snake, whett ing his 
fangs with poison in treacherous lair , and following 
with malignant eye the unconscious creatu re of h is 
lust, moves bu t at h is per il. Beside the 
Conservat ive inst inct, the vict im in which he 
ant icipates Death and a banquet of blood, is 

assured of one other  chance for  life, extor ted from 
the Destroyer  h imself. The least  mot ion of h is 
voluminous Coils, even a shiver  of rage, as the deer , 
or  the dangerous Lion ret ires, or  of fiery hope when 
he crosses the fatal Circle of the demon in wait , 
betrays h im too soon. The withered tail rat t les, and 
the Hanabash, cursed with the ter r ific moral so well 
understood by the creature to whom Jehovah 
addresses it , drags it  ever  behind h im with what  
disappointment , hate, and confusion he may. 

Ichthyosaur i have a tail with a like condit ion, 
modified to the element  in  which they swam. In the 
Sea-serpent  before us, the lateral spines, called 
"chevrons," cease from the upper  th ird of the twenty 
sixth caudal ver tebra, and thereafter  occupy the 
infer ior  facet  of the receding bones, near ly to their  
ext remity. The Spinous or  neuroapophyses, also 
disappear  from, about , the th ir ty-th ird ver tebra 
behind the one ment ioned; a complete revolu t ion in 
shape occurs also at  the same t ime. The first  
ment ioned and three following ver tebrñ  elongate, 
square themselves, and contract  in  size; their  
ar t icu lar  concavit ies near ly vanish, and the r im 
itself occupies half the par ies of the bone. The 
anter ior  lateral spines which occupy the costal axis 
of the ver tebrñ , from the Pelvis backward, scarcely 
dist ingu ishable from the float ing r ibs, either  in  size 
or  form, graduate slowly unt il they reach the limit  
before ment ioned. At  that  point  the tail really 
commences, the chevron bones arming it  with all 
the cocygeal at t r ibu tes from the first . The spinous 
chord, no longer  issu ing its wonted filament  to 
processes nowhere found, pursues its paralysed 
way over  the following bones, and then ceases 
altogether , leaving the last  from ten to twenty 
ver tebrñ  lifeless. 

Nor  was th is condit ion of the tail withou t  
advantage to the par ty h imself; the auditory nerve 
of the prey he chased, may have been st rung to the 
warning vibrat ions of th is drooping and finally dead 
member  of the Hellhound in pursu it , as are the 
ears of living creatures to warn them upon the 
serpent©s t rack  white the declinat ion

B
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in  which the tail is always found more surely prove that 
it  was naturally so prehensile, and possessed of a 
lateral mot ion pecu liar ly its own. Of what rudder-like 
use a sett led force and a mot ive power like th is were to 
the animal they were given, our  navies tell. The more 
the momentum of a vessel agrees with its passivity, the 
better  its sum-total weight of ballast  and all harmonizes 
with her  sailing powers, the more per fect  she is 
esteemed, while a per fect  command of the helm is 
indispensable to the safety of the ship. 

That Nature which errs only through Ethics, over  
which the Almighty has placed alone His Holy Name, 
doubt less fixed all her  antagonist ical Forces with the 
most exqu isite acumen composing them to the New Law 
even of Evil itself. The far  Otahcitan, to whom an 
abstract  idea were Greek , has carved an oar , to be seen 
in the Br it ish Museum, after  the fashion of that of a Sea 
Saurus, and were our  Naval Architects to discover  the 
secret  of that propor t ion which is observable 
throughout the Creatures of the Deep, soon shou ld we 
sk im the waves as swift ly, as light ly as the pr imñ val 
Taninim; vast paddles rotatory by steam for  fins, 
merchandize for  body, the ship itself for  the steer ing 
and ballast ing tail, and the wit  of man, as of God, 
ru ling the whole. 

It  has been observed before that the Polyost inus is 
dist ingu ished generally by a bu lk  swelling at  the 
expense of slenderness. The Oligost inus in all h is size, 
might, à pr ior i, have been expected to stretch out h is 
limbs to an egregious length, wherewith to gather  up 
the waters and ru le them at h is will; But the 
Polyost inus ret ires with in himself; h is head, his back , 
h is members are all sturdy, fit ted to pounce upon his 
quarry, rather  than to speed it  from any great distance, 
and fair ly to hunt it  down. Amongst the Saur i he stands 
the strong; none had such stubborn teeth, none such 
lusty limbs; he was the bu ll-dog of h is fu ry-k ind, black , 
Su llen, and ugly, fierce, glu t tonous, and decisive, and a 
Gorgon ter ror  to every hapless Creature that caught his 
glassy eye. 

Sir  Everard Home, and Doctor  Buck land spent them-

selves over  an imper fect  Polyost inus, in  1819, 
which was the first  Ichthyosaurus to disclose its 
four  paddles; and descr ibed it  in  the Philosophical 
Transact ions, with a Splendid plate. 

I have to express my unfeigned thanks to 
Professor  Owen and Mr. Clift , of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, in  whose magnificent  Gallery th is 
Saur ian is deposited, for  the hospitable manner  in  
which they met  my request  to examine it , as also 
John Hunter 's other  fossil organic Remains. 

The invaluable anatomical and physiological 
Collect ion of that  eminent  Man, which has 
absorbed almost  the whole life of Mr . Clift , to whom 
the preservat ion of more than half of it  is due, is so 
vast , that  it  remained for  Professor  Owen to 
ascer tain more par t icu lar ly the geological 
specimens with which it  was accompanied to the 
College. 

It  cannot  bu t  be interest ing to our  Reader  to 
learn that  these Remains amount  to qu ite a 
Collect ion, of no ordinary k ind, enhanced as it  is by 
the Polyost inus above ment ioned.. 

Thus have a t r iad of the most  accomplished 
Naturalists of th is or  any other  Age, stamped a 
value upon the Collect ion there of a novel k ind. It  
seems that  John Hunter  was the first  of a dynasty 
of Great  men, born to enr ich th is College beyond 
every other  in  Europe. Sir  Everard Home 
succeeded, to whom Professor  Buck land, who now 
reigns, seems while living to have been a second-
self. Professor  Owen will follow up their  h igh 
example, inspired no less by the nobility of those 
Sciences, in  the Halls of which he ever  breathes, 
than the impu lses of a Genius which both 
Hemispheres have already hailed. 

 
Résumé. 

Species I Polyost inus.Pl. VII. ...Found by the Au thor .  
Fragment .    Pl. IX. ....  -       -    -         
 Jaw.    Pl. X. ..........  .  -       -    -       - 

Species II Sir  Everard Home's. Phil.Trans.. By Miss 
Anning. Head.    Pl. VIII.                          
By the Au thor . 

Jaw.   Pl. XI.                                 -    -       
- 

 

CHAPTER   IV.  
 

GENUS STRONGYLOSTINUS. <>=�? @BA�C0? D�E�F�G HIC�H�HJG K�D2HIG EML�N�O PQG L�=�F�G K�D2H0<  
SPECIES   I. Rostro crassiore.    Tab. XII. 
SPECIES II. Rostro prñ longo, et  tenu issimo.    Tab. XIII. 

 
LATE XII, fu rn ishes as yet the most perfect  
i l lustrat ion of the Genus heading our present 

Art icle. The Strongylost inus which it  represents 
was found in  a th ick  stratum of mar l, abou t 
eleven feet from the ground, and carelessly torn 
up by the idle fellow in to whose hand it  fel l. 
Although terr ibly shattered, for tunately not one 
piece of the matr ix actually lost  its ar t icu lat ion, 
so that we find it  here exact ly as Death and Time 
left  i t . 

The Specimen is the more in terest ing 
inasmuch as a part  of the dorsum, and near ly 
the whole of the anter ior  paddles have been 
swept away by a force which had not 

strength to carry with  them the rest of the 
skeleton. The slightest agitat ion of the incumbent 
waters might su ffice for  th is, as the pu trefact ion 
of the lungs and the stomach, necessar ily 
preceding that of the less vascu lar and flu id 
muscles, decomposed the adjacent cart i lages, 
loosened the bones, and abandoned them to the 
mercy of the Sea. The more stubborn textu re of 
the head, and caudal extremit ies, and their  
comparat ively contracted size, their  distance too 
from the gaseous volcano, which blew up and 
helped to scatter  the anter ior  abdominal 
framework , successfu lly resisted that 
catastrophe 

P 
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 The existence near the Condyle of the left  jaw of 
a Corailine,  which is the only .one I have ever seen 
in the lias of Somerset, proves that th is Dragon lay 
naked of flesh and of everything else a long t ime 
upon the Ocean Floor. So that had the sea been 
bu t ever so lit t le distu rbed after the erupt ion of the 
animal gases, the unprotected joints of the 
remaining carcase must have been removed ou t of 
the order in which they stand. 

As if also to sat isfy us that the sea in which th is 
dragon died was waveless, and windless, and 
t ideless, through a per iod of Months; or that it  was 
so deep, that the winds and t ides, du r ing: all that 
t ime, failed to probe the bottom, the maxillñ  have 
been pierced and fed upon by some marine 
ossiphageous insects, whose ravages are palpable 
to th is day. 

There are many other parasit ic shells heaped 
upon the su rrounding marl, also indicat ive of the 
denuded situat ion of the skeleton for a 
considerable t ime. And yet the cu r ious and most 
rare posit ion of the snou t, which r ises at an angle 
of 45 degrees  wou ld seem to deny the fact. Bu t the 
combinat ions of vapor generated with in side of the 
belly, and the oscillat ions of the Sea, are difficu lt  to 
arrange and harmonize with the presentat ions of 
many Saur i; so that we have ceased to specu late 
upon the forces by which and in what manner th is, 
or  that, or  the other dragon was broken up, 
violated, and cast at length away. Reviewing ou r 
whole Collect ion, and the circumstances in which 
individual parts of it  are found upon their  stony 
bier, we are at a loss to say whether the Seas they 
Emperored were swept by Simoons and Tornado, 
or left  to lu ll themselves for ever. Perhaps, as the 
Brahmins tell, the ear lier  condit ions of Matter, 
before they formed so many complicated all iances, 
indu lged in alternate fits of rage, lashing the Waves 
into Mountains, and of repose, realizing the 
slumbers of the dead. 

The Paddles of the Strongylost inus mark  him in 
the most decided manner. The first  individual, 
which was obtained by Miss Anning, and deposited 
in the Br istol Philosophical Inst itu t ion, although 
very imperfect, and a st il l less sat isfactory fragment 
in the Br it ish Museum, determined that fact. 

The Plate before us represents a far  more 
complete remain than either; and substant iates 
new Generic pretensions, not only the Paddles, and 
the egregious snou t, bu t the spine and r ibs 
assuming a form ent irely dist inct from that of all 
the other Taninim. Nor is that all; the snou t itself 
th ickened comparat ively with that of Plate XIII, 
indicates a different Species, while the pelvis and 
the poster ior  paddles, compared with those of 
Plates XV, and XVI, enhances the fact. As for the 
beau t ifu l head and the snou t of Plate XIV. their  
teeth seem too heavy to allow them to belong to the 
genus Strongylost inus, and yet we can refer them 
to none other with a better grace. 

Traversing the whole Physiological Circle of 
these great Sea-dragons, we cannot avoid 
specu lat ing upon 

the Sexes, impossible though it  now be that they 
shou ld for  certain be ascertained. We have 
measured their  brain, recovered their  eyes, their  
ears, their  respiratory and digest ive Systems, bu t 
th is escapes us st il l. 

We prove the maximum length of the Oligost inus 
to have approached one hundred feet, by a 
precious relic in the Br it ish Museum, that it  never 
exceeded twelve feet in the other known genera, 
and bu t seldom reached even ten; and by the 
Crocodile and analogous Saur i make a safe guess 
at the age of these Taninim ; bu t the ident ificat ion 
of sexes with the once sexual condit ion near ly 
elude us qu ite. 

We have been haunted by an idea, generated by 
so subt le a process, and vitalized by induct ions so 
frail, that it  is impossible to set them all for th, that 
the Strongylost inus of ou r theme is none other 
than the male Oligost inus. Their  paddles are 
designed alike, and the narrow radius they 
subscr ibe in the former comparat ively is made up 
in a great measure by adaptat ions for an almost 
inconceivable swiftness: the head is sharpened 
forth, the chest flat tened, the oars lengthened and 
thinned ou t, the spine closely locked together, and 
the hind paddles widened to check , when need be, 
the arrow-flight of the monster to which they 
belong. 

If Ichthyosaur i were oviparous, of which there 
seems scarcely a doubt, and if their  inst incts 
inclined them to the Piscal Races rather than to 
Reptiles, the impregnation of their  ova may have 
been effected after  the manner of Fishes. An 
amphibious Creatu re like th is wou ld natu rally seek  
the Shallows in which to spawn, and the ovar ian 
vent placed, (as we have seen in the Last Chapter) 
so far poster ior ly, aided the intent ion. The huge 
Oligost inus may, therefore, have dropped her eggs 
many feet above the level to which otherwise she 
cou ld not come, over which the attenuated 
Strongylost inus easily passed in the act of 
vitalizing; them. 

The other co-sized Dragons were fit ted to 
pu rposes and a speed, su fficient for  themselves; 
and it  comes up not one half to that bestowed 
upon their  r ival the Strongylost inus. Supposing the 
Oligost inus his she-mate, the gift  at  once explains 
itself, and clears up ent irely the Theory upon which 
ou r Nomenclatu re stands. None other fact, or  even 
suspicion of one, in the whole range of ou r 
Saur iaology, having ever quest ioned this Theory in 
the least, and so many reasons being found in 
favou r of the sexual dist inct ions argued for, I 
maybe permit ted to add, that it  gathers strength on 
every side, and approximates to a solu t ion ent irely 
sat isfactory to ou r mind. 

 
 
SYNOPSIS OF STRONGYLOSTINUS 

Species I.{ Strongylost inus.-Pl.XIII,   Found by the Au thor. 
II.{ Head Pl.XIII 

R

 
Unknown S  

T

 
Species S  

U

 

Two Heads.    Pl. XIV 
Slab.    Pl. XV. 
Fragment Pl. XVI Br istol Inst itu t ion, Found by 

Miss Anning 
Fragment, Br it . Mus. 
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CHAPTER V. 
 
 
 
 
 

GENUS PARAMECOSTINUS V>WYX  Oblongis ossibus in palmipedibus. 
Animalium Pr isci Orbis Lacer t iformium, in Pago Street , 
Provincial Somersetensis, cum et  opere Thomñ  Hawkins in 
lucem 

SPECIES I. Ver tebr is cauda vigint i, apophysis spinñ  bifida Tab. XVII, 
II. Capite adancto, phatangibus palmipedum porrect is.    Tab. XX. 

III. Rostro retuso, osse humer i cur to.    Tab. XXI. 
IV. Rostro porrecto.    Tab. XXIII 

 
 .

 NOW beg to present my Reader the most per fect of al l  
the Annals belonging to Ichthyosaur i. The labors by 

which we are enabled to recover  and perpetuate them 
are not  un like those of Sir  Humphrey Davy, over  the 
papyr i of the long entombed Cit ies of old Lat ium. 
Str iving against  the destruct ive weapons of Time, of 
fire, of ear th , of air , and water , with  the most delicate 
tests and a fin ished acumen, l ie was enabled to save 
the Hearts of some Cinerous Rolls of Hercu laneum 
and Pompeii, so marvellously transmitted to these 
lat ter  Days. In the unequal contest many an 
invaluable Record, over which the pale Scr ibe 
wasted his midnight lamp eighteen hundred years 
ago, l it t le dreaming of the fate which, alas! awaited 
them both, faded into Oblivion, with all its vainly 
coveted, and maybe more precious than ruby page. 
The rust of Time sometimes neu tralizing itself, left  
a trophy for h is antagonist, who often in his tu rn 
ou tdoing himself, su rrendered spoils already won. 

The same Time which so ru thlessly assails the 
works and the monuments of man, was inspired 
with a zeal for  the perpetuat ion of those which 
belong to the gods, really start l ing. The Vasty 
Cycles of Days since the Avatar of Time have been 
consumed by him bu t for  th is end. The 
Popu lat ions of the Old World seem to have lived 
that Time might solemnize their  obsequ ies, and 
Stamp the forged Seal of Eternity upon their  
bones. The acts and Inscr ipt ions of man dissolve 
into th in air , while the Races co-temporary with 
adolescent Time cont inue for ou r own and the 
years that are To Come. To touch the former with 
a breath is to blot them ou t, while the last are 
hermetically soldered down with stone, and 
coffined in the Centres of the Earth : so carefu lly 
guarded are they from rude and sacr il igious 
hands, that to unroll the Cerements which bind 
them, it  requ ires the most pecu liar  and subt le 
Genius of Sk ill, and fingers t ipped each one with a 
most energet ic sou l. 

Bu t Time lias a limit  set upon his work  ; the 
magnificent Natu re he is ever busy to perpetuate 
in all her r ising, heaving, proud, bu t sink ing, and 
dying forms, and as extremes often meet, so the 
Papyr i and the Taninim have both lost their  cases 
and externals, by the indisposit ion and contempt 
of Time on the one side, and his officious-ness on 
the other. 

In cu tt ing the hard, intract ible limestone from 
the involved Skeleton, how many muscles, nerves, 
nay, the 

Sensor ium in  which l ife couched and subsisted, is 
destroyed, as effectually as the wisdom and wit  of 
man for  ever  lost  in  those lamented Scrolls. True, 
there cont inue the t races, the stains of the once living 
flesh and blood, in  the softened and discolored stone; 
somet imes even the fibres of the more car t i laginous 
t issues fain t ly present  themselves; and the stomachic 
fœcu lñ  not  unfrequent ly remain, bu t  the fash ion and 
bodily shape is fled, leaving Moloch naked in  all h is 
deformity. 

II. The mere indices of these th ings, because they 
have a silent  moral, are in terest ing for  that  very 
reason. The sublime discloses itself on ly in  the silence 
of which we speak, when, by the most stupendous 
Effor ts of In tellect , by the revivificat ion of Wor lds, by 
the inhabitat ion thereof of all the Creatu res which the 
labor ing Sou l can re-ar t icu late, we stand in  a 
Presence which has not , nor  ever  shall have one 
sympathy with  ou rselves; those Wor lds, those 
ant ipodal Popu lat ions, that  Presence passion less, and 
silent  dead; I say the instruments of a few bones 
ver ify a Sublimity before which no man can stand 
unappalled. 

The present  is so absolu tely l it t le when compared 
with  the dread Past , that  these Reliqu iae der ive an 
At t r ibu te from that  circumstance to ou r  Facu lt ies as 
absolu tely in fin ite. The sight  expires in  the distance, 
ou r  minds are lost  in  the sweeping landscape, etern ity 
for  an hor izon, and the god of the scene silence all. 

The Philosophic Ancients l ived and acted under  
th is impression, car rying it  on to the Unknown 
Fu tu re, in  which alone they cou ld substant ially 
realize a Personality, And in  th is mood did they 
achieve for  themselves that  Greatness which leave the 
Modems pigmies, because we lack  the mental dign ity 
by which it  was accomplished. For  th is reason, 
l ikewise, have the Moderns, although studious of 
forms, over looked the Living Sou l of Th ings, 
disenchant ing Life, and encumber ing the Ear th  with  
the most un in terest ing Au tomatons imaginable. No 
Fawn, no Satyr  now, no shy Nymph frequents the 
grove, no Dian courses the resounding h il ls; all, all is 
in frequent, and desolate all. Enthusiasm, withou t  
which there can he no sense of Tru th, nor  of fitness 
and beauty, seems as ext inct  as the Sea-Dragons 
Which here inspire it : their  st range eloquent  
Remains bespeak a Chord in our  breast , which 
vibrates only to the Master  Touch: the subt le and 
jealous gods of the vast  Promontory of Time star t  at  
the well-known sound, They seize, They seize me 
wholly,

I
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and if  the oracle, O Reader, be ambiguous, blame 
thy Fortune in escaping the Pythonic fu ror, with its 
extat ic bu t exhaust ing delir ium, its shiver, and 
wild excentr ic fate. 

 
Io.       Io.       Io. 

A long grey in the far -west, cover ing many a Rood  
A Golden Sun Autumnal.  
Golden Islands in the Deep Sk ies  
O my voluptuous hear t , gushing soft  music,  
O life; so profoundly felt   
Heaven above, around, beneath, Eternal  
See! in the long grey cloud a Tanin in the Empyreal 

Ocean. 
Suns, Systems, Time and Eternity cluster  around him.  
Io.    Io.   Chase him on Wings of the Mighty Spheres. 
 
Flee away, Time.    I follow. 
Both fledged to the same Stroke. 
Ar row Deser t  Sk ies. 
A million years.   A million Essays of Wing.   Each from 

one Vor t ice to another .. 
O weary Wings, and Space dreary ever . 
Sea-Dragons!  Chase them in the Expanse of Heavens. 
Wild Lucifer  Spir its our  Companions through all 

Immensity 
 
 
The Spir it  of Prophecy is not dead. Nor do I 

consider it  at  all remarkable, that these wak ing 
dreams preceded the discovery of two Taninim, 
abou t to be introduced. A subject must be 
esteemed for its consequences, and who can sum 
the Legions of thoughts, which these Sea-dragons 
evoked, and shall yet evoke in ou r own and many 
other breasts? Were we to abandon ou rselves to all 
the more occu lt  influences of the mind, it  wou ld be 
elevated to a pitch of sensibil ity, and an acu teness 
of percept ion unspeakable; nor do I shun, to avow 
a habit , which raises one above the mortal 
condit ions of Earth, if indu lged in a r ight Royal 
Heart. And what, quotha, are the Skeletons which 
interest us so much, str ipped of the habiliments of 
Eld ; or  what is Kingly Power withou t the symbols, 
or  the Heavens themselves withou t the Dominions 
which ru le them withal. 

Bu t we must refer ou r reader to the 
Paramecost inus of Plate XVII, which supersedes a 
former one, (Vide Memoirs,) rejected because the 
r ight paddle of the subject it  was taken from is 
improper ly reversed. This beau t ifu l Skeleton was 
found at ou r neighbour ing Street, and the following 
extracts, copied from my note-book , explain the 
attendant circumstances. 

" 1835, June. John Steel announced a fossil, 
lying in Mogs quarry, in the th ick  marl, twenty-feet 
from the su rface. 

" Proceeding to extr icate it , we ascertained that 
the tail was covered  by one of the. facets of the 
quarry, which cannot be removed for some, 
months. 

" John Mog, personally, not unlike  Æ sop, 
hobbling into the pit , and touching his hat with a 
usefu l cru tch, requested to speak . " Your Su rvant, 
Zir , how much be I to have vor the faussil ?© 

©" You  know, John, I always give the master one 
half, 

"©Very well, Zir . Thank©ee Zir .© 
"©We must leave the tail here, unt il we work  ou t 

the ground.© 
©"Yis, Zir .© 
"Thursday, Fr iday, Tuesday. Dissected the Sku ll 

and Snou t,  laying bare an eye deeply sunk  in his 
socket, and ident ifying it  with the Paramecost inus 
in the  Br it ish Museum by the shape and number 
of the teeth, the well-defined nasal foramen and 
the general ou t line. 

"Wednesday, the Cervix, if indeed Ichthyosaur ia 
have any, rather the At las, axis and a few 
succeeding vertebrñ , are in the r ight place: bu t 
few-sub-vertebral wedges are over laid. " Thu rsday. 
Encountered a stubborn group of the marginal 
rays of the anter ior  paddle, theretofore thought to 
be spines of a Cidar ia, which I great ly regretted, 
bu t was obliged to sacr ifice. 

" Fr iday.   Developed that beau t ifu l pectoral 
paddle. 

" Monday, Tuesday, to Satu rday. The Seventh 
and five succeeding dorsal  vertebrñ  are twisted 
around,  present ing the spinous fossñ , although 
luck ily the apophyses themselves cont inue in 
almost their  proper place: the ent ire twelve are bu t 
l it t le dist ingu ished from one another in shape, bu t 
they decrease  somewhat in size receding from the 
occipu t. The Sternal arch and the whole subsidiary 
Apparatus is remarkably strong, and perfect. 

"Ju ly, Tuesday, Wednesday. The anter ior  long 
r ibs dive r ight through the matr ix, an unusual 
accident; and the phalanges of the left  paddle are 
dislocated by the super incumbent pressu re which 
occasioned it . 

"Satu rday, Monday, to Wednesday night. Now 
then the Spine enlarges, the-apophyses spread, the 
r ibs resume their  order, and chocolate colored 
laminñ  indicate the once abdominal flu ids. The 
gradually emerging beau ty of th is Tanin so 
possesses me, that I shall order my lamp, to enjoy 
another sight of it  before I go to bed. 

"Thu rsday. Fort ieth vertebra, for ty first , second, 
th ird, superb! 

" Fr iday and Satu rday. There are the poster ior  
paddles, l ike all that preceded them, perfect. The 
Pelvis maintains its art icu lat ion, as did the 
Sternum before it . Here also the spine acqu ires its 
maximum long diameter." 

The quarry having been at length worked farther 
back , the jou rnal cont inues, 

"Oct. Fr iday. An ent irely new featu re presents 
itself: the receding caudal Vertebrñ  disclose double 
spinous apophyses, mounting the twenty bones 
anter ior  to the first  break  of the tail. No suspicion 
of any such th ing ever occu rred to us; no 
Ichthyosaurus ever indicated such a fact before. All 
the other individuals known have these spines a 
lit t le th icker perhaps than any of their  relat ions, 
bu t the difference leads to a mere nothing. Here we 
have bifid spines, for  what pu rpose ? to support a 
fin ? Now a fin comprises, besides its erector and 
compressor muscles, at least a cart i laginous, if not 
an osseous frame, upon which to exercise them: 
other more per ishable substances than cart i lage 
have left  marks behind them in th is very marl. In 
one or two Saur ians we have even fancied that 
their  sk in, their  mere ou t line of Form were 
indicated, if not to the eye, to that manual touch 
with which they certain ly came in contact. " 

In the elaborat ion of several tails we have been 
unable to detect the least proof of a fin . Noth ing 
due to our ch isel ever advanced pretension to 
any such member. 

The mu lt ipl icat ion of those apophyses then 
was manifest ly appointed as A balance,  the 
cushion of flesh which clothed them assist ing its 
consequence, mounted probably by a grat icu lar  
fr inge which may have been lengthened and 
widened ou t upon the tail, as shown in  our 
front ispiece. 

We have remarked the near ly equal size of the 
first  twelve vertebrñ  of the back . In  the several 
genera, nay, even in  all other Species, it  wil l  
most probably be found, that the so-called neck  
is more at tenuated than that of the
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Person now before us. His Cranium is very 
en larged as is also the other fore-part  of the 
Skeleton. His aspect is st iff, fore-r ight, and 
heavy, demanding a compensat ion of some 
decided sort . Those double processes afford it  at  
once, while the whole tail, auxil iary by its just  
proport ions of chevron and other join ts, refu te 
the idea of a proper fin , by the equ il ibr ium in  
which it  holds the dependant whole, as well as 
supersede the necessity of one by the cur ious 
rudder-l ike provision which we have 
demonstrated in  it  before. 

Here then we have another Ichthyosaurus 
with  a novelty of contr ivance pecu liar ly h is own; 
so marked a difference is itself su fficient to 
part icu lar ize h im from all others upon Record. 
There are individuals which at  first  blush 
appear to be the same ident ical Species, 
disproved by th is very singu lar ity. In  t ru th, it  
has never occurred to us to find a Saur ian 
undist ingu ished from any preceding one, either 
in  the number or figu re of certain  bones. A 
Species star ts for th  in  every new individual, or  
at  least differences, which belong, no doubt, 
occasionally to the Sexes themselves, abou t 
which we can of course only specu late. 

The skeleton before us is altogether un ique: 
he is the longest ever found in  Somerset, and 
lacks not one the least join t : His color  remains 
unchanged by the lapse of many Ages; h is 
Animus survives in  h is at t itude, discoursing 
most eloquent th ings. The Profound, the Solitary 
Seas he haunted, the appet ites he 
accomplished, the brassy Sk ies he saw, the 
Sou lless World he ru led, the unjoyous Times, 
the unchecked lusts th is dragon knew, crowd 
their  Memories in  h is r ibbed boat, which, 
t rack ing the wide Oceans of years, lands them 
at last  on our Modern Shores. 

The fleet ing Generat ions of Men shall pass 
away and be forgotten, while the Lessons which 
these awfu l retrospect ions teach them wil l 
cont inue unt i l  the absorpt ion of all Tru th by the 
ONE, innate, adorable Being, the Almighty Lord 
and Father of us all. 

 
 
 
 
 

SECT. II 
 

SPECIES II, Capite adancto, phalangibus 
palmipedium porrect is.  
 Tab. XX. 

The Dragon to which we now solicit  at tent ion, 
Plate XX, fu lfi l led the second Dream of the god: 
whether Pyth ius, or  the one with in  us, or  
whatever god he be, the promise was fu lfi l led. 

It  is bu t the paralysis of a single nerve which 
shu ts us ou t from the Real World, leaving us at  
the mercy of the wingless Sciolists, who know 
not where to find its threshold. If we cou ld recur 
to our or iginal Selves, we shou ld recover an 
Innateness ident ified with  the whole Universe of 
Mind, and Magazines of Processes reaching to 
the very Limits of all created In tell igencies, 

The prepossessions, the inst incts of our Sou l, 
are fain t  and dubious by reason of a disease 
which many of the later  Doctors have sorely 
misunderstood. They have sought excuses in  
the Const itu t ion instead of in  the Cr ime of 
Things; and forgett ing they have no Diploma, 
prescr ibe, in  the old Pagan Formu la, on ly 
nostrums to a credu lous Race. 

The Scr iptu res of History and of Heaven, 
which, vindicat ing Jehovah, set Forth the Evil 
under which Creat ion groans, are pu t aside 
because they belie the Vanit ies of a Fick le Age. 
The grand Powers of Thought conferred upon 
pr imal Adam, and propagated through his 
descendants, in their  several, bu t alas! waning 
degrees, are denied to the Fathers of Nat ions, and 
in pretence appropr iated by a Poster ity of which 
they are ashamed. Genesis first , because it  
insists upon the to us super-human proport ions 
of Adam, and the qualificat ions of the first-born 
men, in Sciences whose names even are now 
unknown, no less than in all those lower 
Mechanical and Mater ial ar ts abou t which the 
Moderns plume themselves so absu rdly; and all 
History is next declined, which, treat ing of 
demigods, and of their  Monuments, refu te the 
vain glory of ou r degenerate Times. 

Ut il ity is the European watchword, while bu t 
few know the use of anything whatever in all iance 
with the higher Interests of Mank ind. The most 
common bu t invaluable instruments of the 
Adamit ies for Communion with the glor ious 
Worlds, from which we are cu t so ent irely off, are 
the least valued of any which they have 
bequeathed. They have rusted so long, that to 
"The Masses" they are almost ir revocably lost; 
while the Socrates and his attendant Famu lus, 
which sometimes appear, encounter the scornfu l 
finger, and the bit ter  hemlock  of Society at every 
tu rn. 

The sub-stratum of visible Man conceals ores 
of Vir tues beyond pr ice, which are, nevertheless, 
over looked and contemned by the mean Spir it  of 
the present Hour. Those who diligent ly study and 
work  them ou t, enr ich themselves thereby, while 
the var iet ies of " Jaspar, Sapphire, Chalcedony, 
Emerald, Sardonyx, Sardius, Chrysolite, Beryl, 
Topaz, Chrysoprasus, Jacinth, and Amethyst, 
and Pearl, and pu re Gold," are each one of them 
su fficient for  h im who happily obtains it . 

This Tanin then, of which we so caught the 
project ing Shadows, was found at Street. In the 
bottom of the quarry eighteen feet deep, in a th ick  
bed of Lias Stone, there it  lay long bu r ied and 
lost. Bu t the Fates brought a workman to the 
spot, showed him a glimpse of the Dragon, of 
which they had taken such care, and directed 
Mercu ry to ou r door. 

How did the poor man's heart flu t ter , 
responsive to mine audible own, when first  I saw 
the tomb in which my Treasu re lay hid. Poor 
simpleton; h is qu ivered harshly to the blow of 
Dives, ou rs vibrated to an Angel hand. Wou ld we 
realize a Pictu re of a pu re Idea and its ant ipode, 
there it  stood; a 'storm incited by Ignorance and 
want, resolving itself into a shower of pelf, on the 
one hand; a Hurr icane of thought, personless and 
Ideal sweeping joyfu lly, on the other, or iginat ing 
in one and. the same point, the Dragon. 

Specifically th is Ichthyosaurus differs from any 
other in ou r Collect ion of th is Genus, the most on 
account of h is head; while the paddles are 
dist ingu ished from those of the preceding 
Skeleton by more elongated phalanges. The tail 
presents the general Ru le in all its force, while 
the are it  descr ibes is apparent ly less significant 
than the break , and sudden twist which mark  the 
Polyost inus of Plate VII. 

The space between the Sku ll add the left  paddle 
preserves t races of an an imal .matter  so remarkable, 
that  I have no doubt the whole abdominal contents 
were poured for th  upon that  spot ; the moment ou r  
ch isel came there, it



THE BOOK OF THE GREAT SEA-DRAGONS  18 

sank  through several th in  laminñ  not unlike charred 
leaves, which we probed with the most in tense concern. 
Cur ious suspicions of Mammñ  began to haunt us. We 
had h ither to supposed Sea-Dragons oviparous, and now 
we are tempted to th ink  them mammal. The head here 
seems enlarged for  the maternal disposit ions, and if ever  
Dragon were destroyed in the hey-day of l i fe, th is is the 
one. 

The absence of embryo Shapes in the Pelvis of all 
known Tanin im, and of the-decisive marks near  the 
Head adver ted to, disprove noth ing, as none other  
Skeleton extant  proves so vigorous an adu lteress, 
and so sudden a death as the one under  our  not ice. 
The extremity of the upper  snout , or  rather  the 
super ior  maxillar ia, have been broken off as against  
a rock ; bu t  whatever  the .cause of death, it  was 
instant , and whatever  the laminñ  of which we 
speak, they are very st range. They also descr ibe an 
ou t line singu lar ly suspicious, reaching forward to 
the nostr il, and descr ibing ou twardly a semi-circle of 
several inches. The at t itude, if I may so. express it , 
of the monster , is also precisely that  one which 
wou ld project  the teats as descr ibed; the spongeous 
textu re of which, gorged with lact iferous mat ter  at  
the moment of sepu ltu re, might  have a chance of 
perpetuat ion in color , and manner  herein found. 

If these great  Sea-Dragons cer tain ly suck led their  
impy brood, which these appearances incline us to 
believe, Mar t in has barely at tained, with all h is 
stupendous Powers, the u t ter  h ideousness their  
own. These huge Dragon, .and their  hor r id Brood! 
Well may Berossus have journeyed: to Babylon, 
where their  dread Images were pictu red on the 
Temple of Bel, by a Pencil inspired probably by 
Regal Adam himself. 

Thus Egypt  not  alone boasts a City of magicians 
with monsters changed into stone, exact ly as they 
were found at  the moment the petr ific spell fell upon 
them. Creatures more weird than they, of a more 
ancient  Ansin is are ours, In th is Tanin especially, 
we confront  Life everywhere; the head is inst inct  
with life, the eye glowers in h is socket , as if in  the 
last  agony, the spir it  twists to and fro, as though the 
nervous filaments st ill tor tu red its ext remest  par ts, 
one foot  digs into the ground., and the lashing tail 
wr ithes under  the general throe, agitat ing for  Death. 
His hear t -st r ings were wrenched asunder  so 
qu ick ly, so rudely, that  Death failed to stamp his 
Effigies upon the resist ing bones, and so left  them 
there at  the bot tom of the Seas, lifefu l, despite 
h imself, as we behold them here. Peradventure in a 
conceit , Time thereupon proceeded to mummify th is 
Sea-Dragon with more than pecu liar  Care; h is 
cerecloths he fabr icated in the st rongest  stone, and 
folded them up over  h im innumerable, as though 
expect ing some at  last  recurr ing. Cycle of years, 
when the wander ing Ghost  shou ld -retu rn again to 
h is inviolate home, and re-enact  the life of which it  
had been before the cr imson Stage. 

If not  only the Pharaohs, bu t  prophet ic Time have 
been carefu l so much, in  that  hope of resuscitat ion 
in which universal Ear th of old did ver ily comfor t  
herself, how know ye, O lector ! that  some God 
Galvani is not  at  hand to restore all th ings in 
accomplishment  of the Pr imñ val Philosophy, before 
which our  body, sou l, and spir it  bow-eth down 
evermore, " Blessed and holy is he that  hath par t  in  
the first  Resurrect ion," Revelat ions, xx. 6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SECT. III, 

Species III.   Rostra retusco, osse humeri cu rto.    Tab. XXI. 
 
 
 
Who bu t Schar f cou ld so por tray the naked bones of 

these Tanin im, and seize their  metaphysical aspect, so 
tenuous and shy! With an eye to the ou tward form, 
cer tes, and a sense known only to Genius of ar t ist ical 
dexter ity manifested by a stroke, Schar f shall mu lt iply 
these Sea-Dragons throughout Chr istendom, and 
embell ish our  Chronicles beyond all others. The mere 
color ist  may heed the plates noth ing; men who expire 
with joy before Angelus Bonarota, Rafael, and Tit ian may 
scan them withou t a thought, and contemn them 
because they perceive not one thought in  them. Bu t the 
metaphysician who sees more in square than its four  
sides, and who reasons to in fin ity with the figu res which 
avail ordinary men only for  du llest ar ithmetic, is above 
them. True, the Sou ls of the Masters were attuned to 
vocalit ies as lofty, and Ideas as grand as are those of 
whom we speak , if, indeed they were not of al l  men the 
greatest, and their  works do fol low them. 

Lithography, although a humble handmaid, is very 
usefu l to the fine ar ts, and more especially to Science. In 
geology, above all she seizes the l i thological character  of 
fossil remains, and descr ibes both it  and the or iginal 
themselves in the happiest manner. Covered with 
parasit ic ostrñ  and other  shells, the Tanim, so 
beaut ifu l ly drawn  by Schar f in  Plate XXI, was 
disinterred in the same year  as was the last Skeleton. It  
was an extraordinary occurrence finding two Saur ians in 
one year , the average of more than ten years yielding not 
one annually . And yet some of our  most accomplished 
geologists believe that these Sea-Dragons are as the sand 
on the Sea-shore. " Est modus in rebus! sunt cer t i 
denique fines." 

The Street, as are all the neighbour ing quarr ies of 
l ias, commence with a th ick  bed of external Clay, verging 
into compact l imestone, with mar ly par t ings. In the 
hardest, and most desirable Stratum of mar l, sixteen feet 
deep, lay th is magnificent Skeleton. In the act of cast ing 
away a piece, the laborer  detected a sect ion of the tai l , 
and gave me immediate not ice of the fact. The slab was 
replaced, the Skeleton traced ou t, the circumjacent l ias 
squared, cu t ou t of the pit , and translated to Sharpham  
the same day. 

The mark  I usually str ike at first  is a pectoral paddle ; 
next day a paddle came for th, attached to its Great Tr ibe, 
the Paramecost inus, bu t demanding a Family Name of 
i ts own. 

The Scapu lae; are in  their  place, the r ight humerus, 
radius, and u lna thrown upward, and all the phalanges 
scattered round about them. The Sku ll, fi l led by many of 
these dislocated bones, gradually emerges, an obtuse 
snout appears, both snou t and head "having a contour  
differ ing from all others in  my Cabinets, The teeth are 
almost h idden by the intermaxil lary and other  bones, the 
head having fal len almost upon its ver tex, so as to show 
much of i ts in ternal order  in ter ior ly. The spine, obscured 
at first  by many over lying r ibs, yields; i t  breaks, bu t the 
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spinous apophyses hold on upon one another unt il 
the vertebrñ , recover ing themselves, proceed more 
order ly toward the natu ral bend of the tail; there 
they are ir revocably scattered, one of them being 
dr iven two or three inches ou t of h is track ; bu t the 
tail, nevertheless, proceeds, one bone following the 
other near ly to the end, when the same distu rbing 
power against which the whole Spine contended 
with so much difficu lty, succeeds in carrying off 
the Batt le, which is lost for  ever. 

It  is impossible to laud the vertebral Column of 
th is Tanin too much. It  l ies in ru ins, one joint 
fallen upon another frequent, bu t the ru in is more 
impressive than the upr ightest shaft . The waters of 
the Great Deep overtu rned it  lovingly, and the 
gravid Seas fell l ight ly over it . Just as the Scu lptor 
leaves his fin ished work , we find these remains 
uncrushed, perfect, bu t overthrown. If the 
Architect did once bu ild them up, they have been 
qu iet ly undermined by that interest ing Decay, 
which, stealing the more evanescent Emblems of 
Time, compunct iously leaves the radicle Beau ty 
behind, and sometimes even a grace passing that 
which is conju red away. 

Another valuable fact belonging to th is Dragon is 
also obtained. Falling down upon his back , we have 
the abdominal concavity exposed; and the 
fortunate displacement of certain of the left  r ibs 
discloses a body which can only belong to the 
Viscera themselves: its color is russet black , it  
covers the internal par ies of the r ight r ibs, and 
gathers itself up upon them into a bag, the size of 
an infant©s hand. Bu t the most precise words avail 
l it t le to descr ibe it ; the moment you  look  there into 
the abdomen, you  believe you  see the stomach 
collapsed, and a few meagre contents besieging the 
intest inal canal; these are manifest ly so insu fficient 
to his sustentat ion, that the Dragon at once 
appears, inane, langu idly sink ing to the bottom of 
the Sea, and giving up the famished ghost. 

The Solemn Seas themselves hold requ iem over 
his bones, and old Time, warned to the scene, 
agitates them in his tu rn. The Profound qu ivers, 
accordant with the upper waves, the dead Carcase 
of the Dragon moves, and there in the presence of 
Time, and before the Shiver ing waters, uplifts h is 
hands. Slowly the waters cease vibrat ion, Time 
throws the Shroud of Oblivion over another of h is 
sacred dragons, "in jecta monstr is Terra dolet su is;" 
and the Cycles onward run. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECT. IV. 
 

SPECIES IV.    Rostra por recto.    Tab. XXIII. 
 
 
The thoughtless avidity with which Fashion 

pu rsues the minu test dist inct ions of th ings, the 
microscopic eye with which she pr ies into natu re, 
has fi l led the world with books of descr ipt ion 
withou t an Idea by which they can only deserve to 
exist . We dive into the Deeps for an animalcu le, 
pr ick  ou t h is t iny heart  with the faintest needle, 
and complacent ly count up the pu lses which fu lfi l 
h is l ife of scarcely a moment©s du rat ion. The 
invisible tentacles of a Zoophyte, the feathers of an 
Ephemeris, the ova of a herr ing, the far ina of the 
moat prolific plants, are the favor ite objects of 
study, because they afford the

Times exact ly the childish spor t  which interests them 
most . 

The natural eye of a man, steadily fixed upon a 
given point , loses its sight ; and Savages, as soon as 
they can count  their  fingers, in  an extasy, proceed 
to count  them over  again and again. And so it  is 
with Nat ions. When the Wor ld, having passed away, 
the final summat ion of Empires, and their  
achievements, shall be cast  up by the Ar ithmet ic of 
Jehovah, we shall learn that  Peoples have forgot ten, 
nay, lost  themselves in the gain less Spir it  to which 
we allude. It  may be, it  is very well to comprehend 
and enjoy every th ing in its measure; bu t  the 
Cyclops none the less so understood lesser  th ings, 
because, forging the thunderbolts of Jupiter , they 
comprehended a vastness and a grandeur  which 
obtains them Immortality. These were the pr imit ive 
Giants of Renown, who if they did er r , it  was like as 
gods, and as gods were they used too. 

The Modern Goths need not  wonder  that  the 
Lat ins and Greeks boast  only an Ar istot le and a 
Pliny, while every dish and saucer  from China, and 
every Shawl from the looms of Ispahan and India 
glows with minu test  Ir is' copied from the Flora of 
the papilionaceous East . Bu t  these have Persepolis 
and Elephanta, and many other  mighty Works, find 
much Wisdom too, upon which no European has 
ever  safely ventured for th; while we, the Crowned 
Kings of Men, effect  noth ing wor thy acceptance of 
the Generat ions that  are to come. 

All our  most  or iginal Essays tend bu t  to a lit t le 
point ; we have admit ted a convent ion which smiles 
at  every th ing beyond a cer tain mer idian, and pr ide 
ourselves in that  Hermaphrodite Reason which 
Ant iqu ity tolerated bu t  by degrees. A disposit ion like 
th is leads bu t  to ext inct ion; the Tr itch inopoly chains 
are much esteemed, bu t  the pat ient  Smith who 
forges them is a Slave. In fact , noth ing lit t le in  
Nature is wor th more than an instant 's not ice, since 
she has filled all her  Kingdoms with Monuments of 
surpassing Grandeur , which the longest-lived 
Nat ions can hope to glimpse barely a half. 

Who then can endure to pore over  the 
infin itessimal differences of age, of race, of color , of 
shape, in  which Creatures are found. Will not  
poster ity deem us t r iflers for  the pains taken to 
record so many minu te points, even while we 
neglect  the greater  Pr inciples of Things. And all our  
more elaborate Works on Natural History, will they 
not  pass unheeding by them, seeing that  the 
persons they so labor iously set  for th are common to 
the eyes and understandings of all men. 

We coast  the Marginal Countr ies of the Ear th 
industr iously, crowding our  Log with accounts of 
the grasses, the herbs, and mosses which fr inge 
their  shores; and it  is at  last  come to th is, that  
Naturalists assiduously search after  a new th ing in 
vain, since the contract ion of our  vision has pu t  ou t  
of its focus all that  is not  adjusted to the 
circumscr ibed field to which it  is so foolish ly 
confined. Hence individuals are ever  contending 
over  the last  found Helix, or  the latest  var iety of a 
th ing, so that  the tu lipo-mania of the last  Century 
luxur iates in another  bu t  no less exaggerated a 
Species, and dist racts the domains of Science, in  
which the Ancients scarcely ever  heard, nor  wou ld 
they have tolerated a brawl. 

Every t ree bleeds under  a thousand knives 
inscr ibing as many names; every leaf groans 
expectant  of a like fete. The Vandal t reads not  alone 
our  Cathedrals, he not  alone desecrates their  Sacred 
Marble and Shr ines with h is savage Name; the 
Realms of Creat ion are in-
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var ied; happy indeed they that  the Iconoclast  no 
longer  deals with the works of Men's hands, bu t  
t r ifles with the adamant ine Monuments of a Divine 
Power . 

The Fashion will come shor t ly to an end. Then no 
more shall we stumble over  cyphers at  every step, 
nor  shall the ear  star t  at  unwelcome sounds, nor  
the wit  be insu lted by contempt ible th ings, bu t  the 
Groves of Academus, and the Gymnasia murmur  to 
the converse, or  exhibit  the ath lete of Philosophy, in  
naked dignity, ant ique and noble all. 

Plate XXIII. In  present ing the four th Species of a 
Genus we have chanced to find, we therefore make 
none other  boast . It  has been seen that  Miss Anning 
previously discovered three several Genera, and was 
content  with the simple fact . Amer ica is called not  
after  the finder , and these Tanin im have been 
appropr iated in the same way: bu t  Miss Anning 
never theless found them, and the Author , spare the 
egot ism, O Reader , discovered their  longitude, and 
added another  Province to the Realm. 

Many a Tome, a Language, an Idea, a Sum has he 
pursued to their  last  decimal, in  quest  of that  Terra 
Incognita of Dead Times, that  Ult ima Thu le of the 
wise Babylonians, Egypt ians, Assyr ians, and 
Indians, in  the Ocean pre-Adamite; Many Lands 
t raversed, and monsters handled, bu t  to find them 
strange. The t radit ionary pictu res of the Temple Bel 
and the actual ones of Misraim, and Ganges, are 
accounted fabu lous because their  Cipher  is 
unknown. We have lost  the ante-diluvial measure of 
Time, about  which Usher  has led us into so many 
lamentable follies, the Secrets of the Heavens, and 
the Science of the Inner  Man. 

But  a Star  ar ises ou t  of Jacob, by whose blessed 
light  we cross the Silent  Seas of Time, and explore 
the Solitary Countr ies of the Past . It  is possible even 
to the In it iated in the Greater  Myster ies, to re-vivify 
the whole Universe that  is gone. If it  were not  a 
prophanity we cou ld tell thee, beloved reader , of th is 
ter restr ial Ball, a star t ling tale, and of the shin ing 
Spheres. Often at  midnight , quenching animal Life, 
we listen to the din of Chaos, the rust ic of the living 
Wind over  the Pr imñ val Deep, the whisper ings of 
many Spir its. The Red Man and his Dominions 
pass, the Vasty Wings of Jupiter  upon the Globe 
Ear th qu iver , the Dread Anark  one enters the Scene, 
and the Universe darkens. Cowing Visions of 
mingled Heaven and Hell close with a rainy shroud 
palling the depar ted Ear th; the "Abominat ion of 
Desolat ion" is revealed, the Grey Mountains bowing 
down their  dr ipping heads, and the Stars falling to 
the ground ou t  of Heaven. © 

Dost  thou  requ ire proof, behold it  here! these 
Sea-Dragons come from the wonder fu l Countr ies we 
have found, to which the Adamites pointed Heber  by 
the mouth of Noah, and Poster ity by the consent  of 
Nat ions. These are the Great  Sea-Dragons, the 
Gedolim Tanin im of Moses, the once gory Monsters 
of the Pr imal Seas. If silence, if height  and depth 
ill imitable, if Space and Eternity thou  canst  meet  as 
an Eagle gazes unblanched upon the Sun, unfur l 
the Pin ions of thy Spir it , give it  to the Winds of 
Heaven, and realize an intact , self-su fficient  and 
sat iated a Being, fu lfil l ing that  Dest iny for  which our  
godlike Race was born. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

END OF THE BOOK OF THE DRAGONS ICHTHYOSAURI.
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CHAPTER VI 
 

 
OF THE GREAT SEA-DRAGONS - PLESIOSAURI  

 
 
 

ERE it  possible to abstract  mank ind from the 
habits and ar t ificial convent ions of ages, and 

refer  them back  to the or iginal Const itu t ion of Man, it  
is h igh ly probable that  we shou ld find noth ing 
posit ively abhorrent  to ou r  feelings throughou t all 
Creat ion: un less, indeed, some Great  Pr inciple, 
antagonist  to the one by whom we are made, had 
in troduced therein  objects evoked from an Element 
host i le and in ju r ious to ou r  own. 

For  it  is impossible to conceive that  the Almighty 
wou ld sow the seeds of Death in  a Garden planted for  
His Pleasure, or  deform the Palaces thereof by 
addit ions damnatory of the Work  itself, and fi l l  them 
with  unclean Races for  ever  at  st r ife with  the Favor ite 
for  whom it  was especially bu ilt . And if we admit  the 
inhabitat ion of the Seas, long before Adam, by balefu l 
Monsters, and in  them a manifest  Power  all ied to Pain 
and h is at tendant Horrors, it  is easy, nay, reasonable 
to suppose that  the Lord of the Ear th  h imself was to 
be endowed, with  a sense of so much Greatness, that  
he wou ld stand in  the midst  of them all, inviolate of 
st rength, and unmindfu l of them as a god. 

We may pursue the problem far ther , and imagine 
with  a Phidias, an Apollo, and Python destroyed in  the 
passion less Spir it  immortalized in  h is Statue; or  with  
Rafael, Michael the Archangel t reading down Satan, 
with  a brow serene and a mind unru ffled as the 
waters of the River  of Life, 

The per fect ion of a Creatu re cannot be predicated if 
he be conscious of fear . For  th is, Milton descr ibes Ab-
diel repell ing the contumelious assau lts of the Rebel 
Armies of Heaven, and passing calm and undaunted 
through them all. It  was the Essence of th ings, 
through all the Works of Jehovah downward from the 
loft iest  Angels, the on ly quest ion being where those 
Works do end. 

On the other  hand, were it  not  foreign to ou r  Text , 
we might  specu late upon the in tolerable pangs which 
seize a fallen and lost , or  an or iginally vicious 
Creatu re, when placed in  apposit ion with  Elements of 
Good subversive of h is very being. 

The Ideas then, and the terms used to denote them 
of th ings repugnant, are by no means  indigenous  to 
the human understanding, bu t  forced upon us by the 
hapless circumstances in  which we are found.    And, 
presuming with  the Ancients and the Easterns even of 
ou r  own day, that  besides Jehovah, another  Being 
has been engaged in  peopling th is Planet , su rely  no 
one can   object  to ou r  call ing bit ter  not  sweet, and 
monsters of  su rpassing ugliness the hardest  Names. 

The Myth ic Serpents graven of old upon idolatrous 
altars and Temples, and in troduced in  the commonest  
occasions and uses of Life, extor ted a Sent iment from

Pagan Nations, gratefu l only to the Cruel Demon they 
represented, and by the frequency of th is personal 
manifestat ion, the Great Enemy of our  Race hoped u tter ly 
to deaden and k il l  the Inst inct ive Love of Beauty which 
survived the Fall, and finally bru talize the whole Ear th. In  
the ear l ier  Campaigns, Anak  had the advantage, the 
Adamites deser ted their  Standard, signalized themselves 
in h is wars, and paid, too, the penalty of Treason in those 
Waters, which the. Ear th invoked wherewith to cleanse 
away the impur it ies with which they had fi l led her : bu t a 
Deluge were insu fficient for  the renewal of the once 
spot less Const itu t ion of Man, the post-diluvians were, in  
their  tu rn, begu iled, i f not to so great enormity, in to 
frai l t ies of the above fatal k ind, and their  disposit ions 
became Evil Cont inually. 

The Life and Immortality which in due Season spr ing 
to l ight, open an ent irely new Scene for  the Energies of 
Man: Now laying hold upon Heaven, he fear lessly 
handleth aspic th ings, combating Evil with h is own 
weapons, in  that Wor ld so well-n igh conquered for  h is 
own. Here too he often stumbles upon the wrecks of 
Victor ies won over  Evil in  Times anter ior  to the For tunes 
of Mank ind, which it  has been the policy of the Old 
Dragon to conceal from our  knowledge to the last; for  not 
alone since Adam have the Two Dread Pr inciples, Osir is 
and Typhon, batt led for  Dominion over  the Ear th ; i t  has 
been the theatre of many another  War, and the bones of 
these great Sea-dragons, Plesiosaur i, are the remains of 
bu t one of the vi le Colonies from Tophet, which Jehovah 
visited with Wrath, and swept ou t of the Wor ld in  a 
whir lwind of Fury and Indignat ion for  ever . Each and 
every of the Kingdoms accursed shall be destroyed in l ike 
manner, and the arch-Ru ler  thereof dr iven at  last  to h is 
remain ing Citadel in  the human hear t , be cast  ou t  
even thence in to Perdit ion ever last ing. 

The mere ordinary common-places, then, which 
invest  alike all an imate and inanimate th ings, of size, 
of color , of k ind, we again declare ou r  total 
indifference to them all; when Science bestows move 
than a passing glance upon them, she forgets the 
dign ity which alone makes her  t ru ly worsh ipfu l. A 
hair  in  a telescope obscures a Star , and in  th is way 
the whole Universe may shr ink  in to a Span, and the 
Past  and Fu tu re vanish before the moment less 
Present, while the observer , unconscious of h is 
situat ion, dreams away, comatous and useless qu ite, 
contemplat ing Effects apar t  from the latent  Pr inciples 
ou t  of which they come. These Tanin im! we seize them 
as with  a divine fu ror ; more in tell igible than the 
Rosetta Stone, they const itu te the on ly Key to 
Tongues pregnant with  Facts of the most aston ish ing 
k ind concern ing the gods. Those Sea-Dragons shall be 
esteemed for  more than bodily Images and Stone :

W 
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Not for  th is do their  hatefu l carcases su rvive the 
Scorpion Sou l, torn ou t of them and punished for 
ever: Despite the unhappy Power in which they 
or iginated they betray a Chapter of the Defeat 
su ffered in their  persons, long anter ior  to the final 
discomfitu re he shall undergo with reference to ou r 
own, with so different a resu lt . The Carcases 
themselves we dash in the teeth of the Fiends by 
whom they were art icu lated and aninmalized; their  
induct ions afford us a hopefu l prest ige of the Times 
when Adrammelek  and all h is Hosts shall be 
hu r led ou t of the World unto his place,Ð " fu lmine 
lu r idum missos ad arcum,©© and the ages renewed, 
re-commerce afresh, Virgo and the golden Signs. 

 
 
REGNUMÐ Gedolim Tanin im.Ð Z�[ \ [ ]  Z�\ ^�_�`

SUB-REGNUM.Ð Plesiosaurus.Ð a�b  
GENUS.Ð Pentatarsost inus.Ð c a�b

d egf�h i�j�f

alk�m�m

h n

us in tailis.) Animalium 
Lacer t iformum in pago Street , cura et  opere 
Thomas Hawk ins in lucem prolatorum genus. 
Tab. XXVII. 

 
If to discover the most signal dist inct ions which 

hold amongst Ichthyosaur i, it  was necessary to 
enucleate the immense Collect ion, over which we 
dwelt  with so much sat isfact ion as the r ich reward 
of a devot ion unbounded, an industry unt ir ing, a 
singleness unshaken, and a good fortune 
pecu liar ly ou r own ; how much more indispensable 
are mu lt iplied spoils of Plesiosau r i, which offer  us 
var iet ies of form remarkable indeed, bu t infin itely 
less conspicuous than those of their  contemporary 
monsters. 

Endowed with passions of a more subt le k ind, 
and a bodily figu re of a more compact and perfect 
order whereby to accomplish them, the Plesiosau r i 
gathered their  Tr ibes with in a Province of their  
own, proudly repelling the Piscal Races at their  
side, and arrogated the prerogat ives of a higher 
class in the Scale of Being. 

Ichthyosaur i ran into every Gender with ease, 
luxu r iat ing in change, dubious even of the order by 
which they stood in the midst of the world. The 
rude spir it  of Belial hu rr ied them along in 
ceaseless lust of blood, bru tal immit igable, and 
insat iate Fiends; with eyes, and ears, and bodies 
intent upon carnage and gore. From a mechanism 
like th is it  is impossible to detach an idea of blind 
and headlong fu ry, insensible to danger, and every 
other sent iment bu t the bloody one to which 
appet ite confined it , so that of all bru tes th is was 
the most bru tal and un-redeemed. 

There are other Facu lt ies which tend to the same 
fru it ion, bu t by a more circu itous path, and 
elaborate an act ion, and other Dives than Belial 
have tr ied their  black  art  upon matter with a 
success commensurate and as cunning. 
Plesiosau r i are their  handiwork : if the Old Serpent 
himself did not shed his own teeth upon the 
ground, ou t of which these Sea-Dragons, armed 
with all the vir i l ity of Evil instant sprung. Emu lous, 
Satan seems to have been thr ice seized, generat ing 
Horrors commanding, and realizing a teeming 
Spawn fit ted for the lowest Abysm of Chaos. Long 
uncou th limbs, lank  bodies, egregious tails, necks 
ambit ious of the most terr ible Serpents, and heads 
crowning them with Kindred gu ile, behold the 
Dragon Plesiosau rus confest. 

The deformit ies of body with which they came 
forth were accompanied by immoral powers of a 
congenerous and ugly order, and physical 
disposit ions qu ick  to fu lfi l 

them. The Jaws br ist ling with sharpest  teeth, the. 
muscu lar  neck twist ing to and fro, not  alone were 
exper ienced by the vict im they impaled; a more fatal 
agent  than either  subserved them both : the snaky 
crest , the fu ry no longer , bu t  the Jaws remain, over  
the anter ior  margin of which did once dar t  a forked 
tongue, the gums dist ill ing poison at  every pore. 

Had the Adamites been formed upon less 
conservat ive pr inciples, or  had not  the Almighty 
neutralized the deleter ious substances which 
compose these Sea-Dragons, the long march of Ages 
might  not  su ffice, and their  Virus may have gu ided 
Death to the recesses even of our  own hear ts, 
through the absorbents of the fingers by which we 
expose their  bones. 

So concentrated a Horror , we cou ld expect  to 
present  scarcely a var iety of aspect . The Summit  of 
Ar imancs h is Creat ion must  come like all other  
th ings to a point : Plesiosaur i are an order  so 
fr ight fu l that  the least  addit ion wou ld commit  it  to 
the grotesque. 

It  were vain then to look for  lines of gener ic 
demarcat ion as broad as those of Ichthyosaur i; may 
be some Plesiosaur i were green, and black , and 
yellow, like Indian, others spot ted and mott led, like 
Afr ican Snakes; some were large, some small, bu t  
they all belong to a category with a single point : the 
Skeletons which remain to us, although they differ  
from one another , su ffice for  a Gener ic bu t  scarcely 
a special system : and it  now becomes our  du ty to 
inqu ire after  and record the var iet ies which have 
come to our  Knowledge, and to award the resu lt  to 
each which may appear  its due. 

Cer tain naturalists, st ruck  with the fashion in 
which Ichthyosaur i and Plesiosaur i are contr ived 
and pu t  together , in fluenced, perhaps, by the 
Pythagorean doctr ine of Species, and begu iled by 
the seemingly endless conformat ion which holds 
throughout  every individual known, have specu lated 
upon and even enter tained a not ion that  both Regna 
were related to each other  in t imately, converging 
each to the other  in  a long graduated chain of 
persons, at  last  meet ing and unit ing in the most  
Cordial brotherhood together . 

It  was su fficient ly shown, we presume, in  our  
memoirs, not  cer tain ly by an examinat ion of each 
side by side, bu t  by the more simple and studious 
descr ipt ion of each one in his proper place, that 
any such an hypothesis is wholly untenable. A 
community of disposit ion to blood is all that the 
Taninim had together. It  may be also allowed that 
they were amphibious, bu t in far  differ ing degrees, 
the spine, and pensile paddles confin ing 
Ichthyosaur i ent irely to the Sea, while the more 
th ick -set and bony Plesiosaur i may have splashed 
through the Shallows and ooze of the Sea to 
spawn, or to ambush in the marginal Algñ  and 
Flags, with scarcely an effort . It  is impossible to 
carry resemblance farther; the long crocodile-head 
of the one fixed immoveably to his back  modelled 
from a fish, h is taper ing and slender tail, h is 
paddles too made up of circu lar or pentagonal 
bones enclosed in cu t icu lar fat, bu t i l l accord with 
the character ist ics of the other. Rather say that 
the minu te viper-head, pivotal upon that 
astonishing neck , the heavy quadrupedal carcase 
of the Plesiosau rus, and his th ick  and labour ing 
tail, h is hands, h is feet too framed like ou r own bu t 
webbed, present the very ant ithesis of the former, 
and deny with one consent any relat ion whatever. 
The Giants of ear lier  k ind sped the waves, and 
batt l ing, may have reddened them often with 
mu tual blood, demons as they both were: 
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but  the company was not  of choice, none other  
passions bu t  of rage and alien hate possessing them 
twain. 

Moreover , it  has been supposed that  both 
Dragons had a rugous, or  even a hairy h ide, and 
fins for  which no use can be assigned, nor  evidence 
of them found ; as though the lank, the ungain ly 
monsters were not  yet  su fficient ly ext raordinary, 
and Nature delighted herself in  the absurd. 

It  were as profit less too to .search amongst  these 
Dragons for  analogies with living Races. The wor ld 
has grown testy in  her  Old Age, and will not  brook 
any such at tempt. Where we now freeze half the 
year , of yore there was a perennial Summer, these 
Tanin im bath ing through all their  lengthened 
Generat ions in tepid Deeps : the const itu t ion of 
th ings was unlike the present , as was the Creat ion 
of which these Creatures made the dark  and 
t rembling side: the Canicu lar  Times were theirs, 
their  god Typhon in h is pr ime, the Storm of God's 
wrath couching in the clouds afar  off. 

The Snakes, and uncouth th ings, and deadly, in  
our  own Ear th, and the unclean, may have been 
imitated from the fragments of these Tanin im, over  
which the besom of Destruct ion eventually swept , 
bu t  what  boots the posthumous likeness. We know 
that  Crocodiles, and Cheloniñ , and Chameleons, 
and the Ophisaur ian Tr ibes claim descent  from 
these ancient  Races, bu t  the family records are for  
the most  par t  il legible, and of value only in  a general 
sense. We may pore over  them by these modern 
lights, and, perchance, ident ify a character  here and 
there, bu t  the Great  Book of Dead Times is unique, 
the later  Edit ions are incomplete, the Cour t -hand 
having been altered for  another ; and these Sea-
Dragons remain in their  pr imal State, alone, 
approached bu t  awfu l, the wizard Giants of Time, 
and the wonder  of the wor ld. 

Thus it  is seen that  the Remains of Plesiosaur i 
must  be looked at  for  themselves only. Congregat ing 
all the known individuals, and test ing them by one 
another , we ventured in our  former  Book to prefer  
the tarsus for  the requ ired dist inct ions, and thence 
ident ified four  several Species. The Ru le has so 
much more comprehensive a basis in  Ichthyosaur i, 
that  for  that  reason we may be dissat isfied with it  in  
the present  instance. But  the choice is imperat ive. 
The head, neck, t runk, tail, may and do differ  in  all 
the Skeletons, in  shape, in  size, and in relat ion, bu t 
we can detect in either no mark  anyway equal to 
the one elected, and therefore it  must Continue. 
And, now, the addit ion of two ent ire Skeletons to 
the list  of Plesiosaur i impose a fu rther necessity. 
The Duke of Buck ingham's, Lord Cole's, that at 
the Br it ish Museum by Miss Anning, and the 
au thor 'sÐ recorded in ou r Memoirs, are corrected 
by these discover ies, and enabled to take 
precedence another stop. They assume a gener ical 
Tit le, and we hasten to record the persons by the 
discovery of which it  is au thor ized and assu red. 

First , the Pentatarsost inus of Plate XXVII. 
The panyger ic of th is and all the other  Tanin im 

perpetuated by us, is inscr ibed in golden numbers 
in our  Nat ional Archives; it  having been 
pronounced first  by Imper ial Buck land, and 
repented in par liament  with acclamat ion. 

The beaut ifu l Remain of Plate XXIV star t led and 
delighted the most  eminent  Naturalists, so that  
they exhausted the vocabu lary of praise, Conybeare 
h imself set t ing the example. But  the Skeleton 
before us t ranscends even that . He has paid no 
t r ibu te to Time, nor  to Death, and malicious Fate 
has succeeded in spoiling h im

only of a few phalanges of the r ight  hand, which 
have been pointed at  her  in  defiance, and sacr ificed 
in the net . Of all h is Tr ibe, he only  is known: they 
are sunk in oblivion all, leaving th is one  Dragon 
behind them crowned with values of the h ighest  
k ind, k indly and alone. We subjoin extracts from 
Journal, showing the manner  in  which, and by what  
a happy chance, he fell in to our  hand. 

"1834. June. Wednesday. My at tent ion was 
yester -day solicited by a quarr ier , to the sect ion of a 
few small bones at  the bot tom of Bond's quarry: 
they appear  so lit t le promising, that  I passed them 
by. 

"Thursday, A whim possesses me to examine 
more par t icu lar ly the bones in Bond's quarry, to 
which I shall at  once go. 

" Fr iday. Inst inct , only another  word for  Intu it ion, 
is surer  than reason. To my agreeable surpr ize the 
sect ion has led to the most  in terest ing resu lt ; upon 
excavat ing the over lying st rata the rudiments of an 
ent ire Skeleton faint ly presented themselves, 
through a th ick  cover ing of Limestone. With 
difficu lty I have t raced the larger  bones of a 
Plesiosaurus, which lies in a bed of lias ten inches 
th ick , and the most  compact  and crystallized of all 
the layers. 

Saturday. The pr ize safely delivered up at  
Sharpham." 

The Journal proceeds.Ð " The teeth of th is 
Plesiosaurus are exact ly like those of all others 
known, save the gigant ic Races, curved super ior ly, 
and sharp, st r iated upon the external enamel, and 
per fect ly smooth upon the alveolar  body, which is 
hollowed to protect  the nascent  tooth wait ing to 
usurp its place. The teeth of Ichthyosaur i vary to 
in fin ity, and for  that  very reason compel us to forego 
them as specifical marks, or  to isolate every 
fragment  with a tooth in it , in  a Class by itself. 
These Dragons, on the contrary, afford bu t  two sor ts 
of teeth, which belong to the Greater  and the Less 
Plesiosaur i. There are so many vital differences 
among the lat ter  Tr ibes, that  it  is impossible they 
cou ld have or iginated in one common Stock, their  
teeth then manifest ly also fail us in the 
ident ificat ion of Species. 

The neck of Plate XXVII, curved sin ister , presents 
three-four ths of its circumferent ial par ts in  all the 
order  and regu lar ity of Life itself. Except , indeed, 
where it  approaches the Sternum, towards which 
the r ight  lateral processes of the three ver tebrñ  
anter ior  to it  have been thrown. 

The great  and unknown Race Plesiosaurus, dimly 
seen through the Perspect ive of Ages, may well have 
agitated the Ant iquary of Science, in  that  in frequent  
Path, across; which it  flit ted before h im. It  must  
have been a st range moment for  Mr . Conybeare. 
that  wherein, piercing the Shades he descr ied one 
of the Eleusin in of Time, so long jealously bur ied 
under  the Pillars of Mat ter ; a grand Fact  unveiled 
before h im ! the Skeleton thereof h ideous thr ice, bu t  
the accompanying induct ions astonishing and 
sublime. Mr . Conybeare invok ing Homer, called it  " 
Dolichodeirus." What  r ight  the or iginal Plesiosaurus, 
upon which that  epithet  was confer red, may have to 
the same, contradist ingu ished from others, it  is 
impossible to define; the neck and Sternum having 
been dislocated and scat tered. But  th is much we 
know, that  the neck of these Monsters no more than 
the teeth, hold the Gener ic secret . We leant  th is 
from the subject  of Plate XXVII, and my Lord Cole©s 
bount ifu l Plesiosaurus : both which have a common 
number  of cervical bones, and signally oppose each 
other  in
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every respect beside; Lord Cole's also having six 
tarsal joints. We have often shuddered upon the 
precipice of ou r Generic Hypothesis, bu t th is one 
fact of comparison places us ent irely ou t of danger 
from the cervix, as ere now we have escaped the no 
less trying test of the teeth. 

The Sternum remains in all its ent irety, 
composed of three hones, a body and alñ  at its 
side: Plate XXVI contains the drawing of a large 
Sternal bone, in which the connexion of the two 
wings with the centre is most carefu lly shown. 
Anatomists who value more than metaphysical 
relat ions, the coincidences of natu ral forms, will 
study the breast and scapu lar hones of 
Ichthyosaur i and Plesiosau r i side by side; the 
scapu las, clavicles, and Sternum of both having 
the same style of mechanism. 

It  is impossible, h idden as they are under the 
r ibs, the Sternum, and the pelvis, to count 
decisively the dorsal vertebrñ , only fou r of which, 
just anter ior  to the pelvis, discover themselves. The 
true and the float ing r ibs maintain their  order, 
while the ventral ones have been slight ly displaced, 
by the explosion, probably, of Animal gases. 

Oryctologists have so much exaggerated the 
length of the neck , at the expense of the carcase 
and tail of Ple-siosau r i, that the equ ipoise of the 
first  and last is a fact they will unwill ingly learn, 
although it  certain ly may have been assumed from 
the very first . In Plate XXIVI the neck  apparent ly is 
rather longer than the tail, bu t such is not the 
tru th, seeing that the lat ter  is imperfect. The cau -
dum of the superb skeleton Plate XXVII is the only 
ent ire one extant, the three terminal bones being 
thrown back  upon the preceding vertebrñ . And it  
is difl icu lt  to ascertain even here, the exact point 
where the tail com-

mences, the ischia project ing backward over the 
bones so as effectually to conceal the vertebra, 
which succeeded those with which the il ia 
art icu lated. The manner of that art icu lat ion is fu lly 
shown in Plate XXV; so that we can approximate to 
a correct measure, and prove the neck  and tail 
near ly alike in length. Moreover, the tail, arming its 
squared solidified vertebrñ  with heavy spines, 
reaches the balance of the head and neck  together, 
so that the Creatu re oscillated upon a fu lcrum 
fixed in his navel. The paddles elongat ing, or 
downward, backward, or before, fixed the pivot 
upon which Plesiosau r i swung forward in heat for  
prey, or wanton fl ight, or  prone down to the nether 
deeps, their  den. 

The longest phalangal ser ies of the anter ior  
extremity amounts to nine, the longest poster ior  
one to ten joints; thus reversing the fact in Lord 
Cole©s specimen, and exceeding, by two joints, the 
longest toe in the Plesiosau rus of Plate XXIV. 

The long, lank , sk inny hands, the deathy 
paddles of Plesiosau rus, or spotted, or l ivid yellow 
and pale, upon them fiend-like he fled: h is hide, or 

black  or freck led, or russet, h is eyes blood-shot 
fiery, or  green, l izard-like; h is teeth, h is fangs 

whetted sharp, gloat ing upon and crunching the 
gr ist les of h is dying prey: or fleet ing through the 
Expanse of Ocean, or tempting the Profound, or 

crest ing the Upper Waves, preying, or at watch for 
prey, or lu ll ing himself upon the wide, the 

universal deep: coming from the Abysm of Ages, 
the Gog, or the Magog of Pro-Adamite Earth, Giant 
of Wrath and Batt le, behold! the Great Sea-Dragon, 

the Emperor of Past Worlds, maleficent, terr ible, 
direct, and sublime
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in pago Street , cura et  opere Auctor is in lucem prolatorum genus.    Tab, XXVIII.. 
HE Manes of the Pr imal Ear th, melancholical and 
extremely tenuous, haunt ing the solitary wastes and 

ru ins of the Wor ld, -stalks away alone from the fick le 
Generat ions of Man, through the labyr inth ian Chambers 
and oppressive Mists of Ages. 

The Ant ique Spir it  of Earth, wr ink led with Time, 
and of visage, ploughed by Grief and Despair , 
plunging into abstracted parts sits for  ever upon 
the centres of th ings, remote from Vu lgar gaze. The 
mortalit ies, certes, are sometimes found in the 
tomb of uncounted Ages, exuvial bones protrude 
ghast ly through the worn ou t Pall of Matter, or  are 
cast up of the sickening Grave in earthquake 
pangs, bu t the stem and terr ible Ghost of the Dead 
worlds is abstract ion all, shapeless, and infin itely 
strange. 

The awfu l Golgotha of Time, we explore, O 
reader, in no rude mind, and the skeletons of 
tradit ionary monsters value for no mater ialism, 
bu t for  the moralit ies they induct, and the secret 
passages they conceal of the an-

cient of Days, myster ious natu re. We rate the 
Tanin im not for  their  perfect  parts anatomical, 
so much as for  the Ideas they subscr ibe, the 
Language they perpetuate, and the sublimity 
which is the text  thereof; the gross, the palpable 
skeletons may sat iate the eye and fu lfi l  the 
desire of a common cur iosity, bu t the last  elevate 
the Sou l of Man over the Profound Past, and the 
endless perspect ive To Come. 

The grand Plesiosaurus of Plate XXVIII l ies in 
a ponderous grave, bu ilt  up with ir regu lar  
lamella of Lias stone: the carcase seems to have 
passed through the several stages of corrupt ion 
unbroken, bu t  the unqu iet  waters finally 
sported with and scat tered the osseous 
monster , which erst  ru led them, and 
reluctant ly gave him bur ial. His was a hasty 
and begrudged obsequy, so the capr icious Seas 
first  wreck ing h im, heaped up the Pall of Cold 
Matter  about h is bones with no ceremony nor 
care. How long and through what vasty Cycles 
did the Seas

T
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career  over  h im silent and forgotten qu ite ; what agonies 
of joy and rage, what mighty throes of being have been, 
and how often felt  throughout the Realm of Seas, since 
first  the  Dragon Lorded there, and also since the, t ime of 
h is final death-struggle therein. How many Revolu t ions 
of the Universe have passed since, th is Monster  dread ; 
how many Races have or  tramped, or  fleeted with wing, 
or  with fin , over  h is desolate bones. 

Dead these i l l imitable years, and oblivious are the 
Dragons, they are come to a cer tain fin is, and realize the 
fact of a machine, contr ived for  none imaginable End 
worthy of a god, and cast, away by the Inventor , or  
abandoned for  an unknown reason. Generated soon after  
the advent of Time, and ext ingu ished long before the 
bir th of any Creatu re cognate of Time, these old Sea-
Dragons afford the most, comprehensive Index of 
Etern ity known by sheer  negat ions and emblems, so 
abstract, that the natu ral Eye of Man ent irely fai ls them, 
as it  also fai ls h im in the solu t ion of the distances of 
telescopic Suns. 

The Works of Jehovah being l iable to no such an 
imputat ion and a l ike fate, these Dragons ver ify the 
act ion of some other  Power in  the remotest ages of our  
Ear th. 

With th is si lken thread of Tru th we may enter  the 
Caverns of Time, specu late with propr iety upon the 
Moral Myster ies therein concealed, and anatomize them 
all. 

Reverent ly bowing our  faces to the ground we trace 
the Shadow of Jehovah, the serpent Hanahash, through 
Sinuous Gu lfs of Machiavell ian depth. If. indeed, that 
Fallen Angel did spawn for th the k indred bu t mortal 
Dragons, in  the bent of h is malignant temper, Creat ive, 
and l ight ing up the uncouth animal Frame thereof with a 
spark le of that dismal fire which const itu tes h is very 
essence, and no less h is tear less woe, sent it  upon the 
bloody mission to k i l l  and yet k i l l  on, unt i l  the 
Generat ions being fu lfi l led, and the last murderer  
murdered by Time in h is r ighteous tu rn, the hell ish 
animus expelled thence, rever ted to the Father  of i ts 
accursed being. Or, i f handling inanimate clay, and 
fashioning it  in to the h ideous shape we recover  in  these 
Sea-Dragon bones, Evil then did h imself enter  therein to 
possess it , to propagate l ike monstrosit ies wherewith to 
dog, and terr ify, and aggr ieve the Ear th ly Dominions ; 
and conceiving other  monsters, horr id Cancer , cramped 
Urchin, or  Polyp with enormous tentacles, or  the Dragon 
with wing glazed sk inny for  air  or  for  sea, ferocious all, 
did imbue them with h is Legionary Angels, gloat ing upon 
one another  fu r ies, instant for  universal War; when lo ! 
the Times being r ipe, the Armies gathered together , they 
fel l  at  one fell  swoop of the Incarnate Fiend h imself, 
which, crowning the number less heap of abhorred bodies 
at Armageddon, with h is own giant one, left  Fu tu r ity 
those vast Reservoirs of pitch, and magazines of su lphur  
and other  poisonous salts, fermenting the carcases of 
these Anak im cast off. 

Or , jou rneying from black  Tar tarus, that Old Serpent 
coming into the l ight of the blessed Sun, ambushed 
awhile from fear  in  the unfu rn ished and silent chambers 
of the Ocean-Earth, whilom Jehovah, leaving matter  to 
an inevitable process, omniscient, well knowing the End 
at the which He overru leth the Pr ince of darkness, 
su ffered it  to pass. I say that Old Serpent ambushing did 
attract the n ight of th ings, the ant ipodes ou t of which 
sprang th is savage brood, inspir ited with the drunken 
fumes, the satu rn ine aura of h is abhorrent being. 

Python, h is Batt les in  Heaven ended hopelessly, the 

Batt lements of Heaven so guarded that attempt them 
when or  wherever  he may yet st i l l  in  vain; Python, 
banished the Universe he aimed at in  Evil day, 
abandoned to h imself throughout Etern ity in  the 
Ant ipodal fiery, or  frozen, and blasted One, dr iven in h is 
frant ic course upon the verge of th is new wor ld of 
matter , caught all the ant ithesis thereof upon the 
instant. 

Through the, to us, long and dreary Revolu t ion of an 
Embryo Planet, exposed to all imaginable cometary  
extremes of drought and deluge, through Ear th, Air , Fire, 
and Water , and all the other  number less anarchical 
condit ions unimaginable, Hanahash r ioted. The tragic 
Colossus, next once to Jehovah, to whom once bowed all 
bu t One, r ioted through all the interst ices of atoms, 
disgu ising the dark  sides thereof at h is wil l , and ru ling 
them in the mind of a god : Over  the chaot ic Ear th he 
sent l ight obliquous, through the Deeps tu rbu lence, so 
that the Elements, wrested to h is purpose, nour ished the 
animal spir its of h is Sea-Dragons, over-popu lat ing the 
whole wor ld, War and Death reigning over  them all 
withou t end : The molecu lar  bodies caught in  h is fatal 
vor t ice, ar ranging themselves in obedience to an 
imperat ive Law of mind, resu lt ing in the Tanin im we set 
for th, and other  carn ivorous au tomata long since ceased 
from the Book  of l i fe. 

The great work  of Creat ion progressing to a point, the 
Allmiglity Ru ler  cou ld bu t observe these foreign and 
aspic th ings, and the merest comment of the Creator  
su fficed for  their  u t ter  evanishmcnt from the Ear th: the 
mere atoms themselves, rejected by Jehovah, remain ing 
alone from the neighbor ing par ts, kept apar t  from God's 
Ear th evermore. 

And here in the lat ter  days, now when the mental 
powers of the post-diluvians are, perhaps, at the very 
lowest ebb, at their  very aphelion relat ively to the Father  
of Lights, now when all in tu it ion of Tru th, either  foregone 
or  to Come, all the Facu lt ies of that wisdom prophet ical 
so esteemed by the ear l ier  nat ions, the decay of which 
was parallel with Their  gradual atrophy, now, when all 
these Facu lt ies l ie torpid in  the bosom of our  general 
Race, do these Skeletons of desecrated matter , these 
Hordes of the Spir itual Att i la which ru led in the dark  
Ages before Adam over  the circumfluent Ear th, protrude 
upon our  sight, invok ing memor ies which even the dire 
Conflagrat ion of accomplished Ear th shall fai l  to quench, 
eternal ever . 

As though Evil h imself, foreseeing the tragical History 
of Man, essayed these monsters, ant icipat ing other  
Fur ies lo be loosened upon us, when subjected to 
Demons, so that he might the more cer tain ly know how 
to deform, animate, and conver t  mind itself in to a 
capacity of Horror  unimaginable and infin ite. Upon a 
Verge so awfu l we stand aghast: at  the feet of the 
Precipice roar  the Black  Waters of revolted Times, u rging 
to the Heavens. The Panorama of Ages stretching ou t 
in to waste and Desolat ion, nour ishing monsters alien 
both to the Const itu t ion and the Sou l of man. Blast 
shr iek ing to blast cont inuous, Providence laughed to 
scorn, the For tunes of man abandoned to Fiends. 

These Sea-dragons, of them we may treat learnedly by 
what a wondrous appliance of r ibbed join ts they 
compressed air  in to the lung, by which to sustain  
themselves a long while when dr iven to the nether  
depths. With  what a cunning machine of eye they 
t rapped and made use of God's blessed light , with  
what incarnate gu ile they accomplished a l ife 
abhorred of Jehovah ; we may t race the channels of 
poison which dist i l led from their  l ivid gums
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the cranial Caverns in which their  bru tal appet ites 
lu rked, and handle and expat iate on teeth nursed from 
the cradle in  blood : Bu t the Theme demands a loft ier  
tone; of ante-human Time, from Nox and Erebus, and of 
our  mighty mother  Ear th, the fel l  Au tochthones, these 
Tanin im Gedolim invoke the lowermost diapason of the 
Spheres : Over  the eternal in fin itude float ing, that mortal 
which haply l istens the music of the t remendous Sou l 
of Time, joins involuntary in  the mighty Chorus: Alp 
on Alp upr ising, the "unknown Tongue" cometh 
in tu it ively upon h im, in  the which we can alone 
pronounce and communicate with  the Powers of that  
Universe of which we were born co-gods. 

Thus, ponder ing the long; Cycle in  the vast  
backward of Ages, in which cou rsed these fierce 
sea-beasts malignant, over whose innumerous 
Popu lat ions a black  god pit i less reigned, the Ghost 
of Chaos gu iding us through

the ancient Ossuary of the wor ld, strown th ick  with the 
skeletons of these huge Dragons,Ð we realize an 
Intellectual Image immeasurably grand and terr ible. 

From the busy Seas of our  own Time, adventu rously 
sail ing for th in to the Ocean of the Past, ou t upon the 
l ines of universal waters, stretching into dead Infin itude, 
no Continent, nor  Isle to break  the awfu l expanse, we 
look . 

The Niagaras of Time too, fal l ing each a tremendous 
Ocean from one System to another , over  the Universe 
from the Lap of hoary Etern ity,Ð we hear  them Roar. 

Maleficent wings, leathery, carefu lly glazed and strung 
in Hell, overshadowing the ugly Abor igines of the watery 
wor ld, Serpents all,Ð -we behold. 

And over  them all, and above all, inaccessible to the 
loft iest fl ight of the Halcyon Sou l, in  far  immensity, 
alone, Jehovah, blessed be His Holy Name, whom we 
worship and adore. 

 
__________________________________________________ 

 
 

CONCLUSION. 
 

HE Current of our  Argument gliding past more than 
one " pons asinorum" of the modern School, as 

contradist ingu ished from the Ancient Academus, we 
have ventu red to assume the roundness of the pr imit ive 
Ear th, and a universal Climatal Law over  its ent ire 
circumference, dur ing the greater  par t  of the Epoch to 
which the Pr imary and Secondary Rocks belong. 

We have also insisted upon the Succession of 
organised matter , from Vegetables to molluscous Fish 
through all their  k inds, to Repti les mar ine, ñ r ial, and 
aquat ic, and appropr iated the super ior  Transit ionary 
and the Secondary Rocks for  themselves, to the 
exclusion of any real ter restr ial animals whatever . 

To prove the roundness of the Globe, in  its or iginal 
chaot ic State, requ ires only the simplest figu res and 
processes of reason, matter  being the numerator  and 
denominator  both. The gener ic organic remains too of 
any given rock  on one side of the Ear th, are repeated at 
i ts ant ipodes. Mr. Darwin found at the Pass of Puquena, 
South Amer ica, not only Lias, bu t the gryphites, ostrñ , 
tu ir i tel lñ , ammonites, and terebratu lñ  which belong to 
the Lias under  our  feet. Commodore Sir . C. Bu llen 
collected at Fernando Po, Accra, and Sierra Leone, fossil 
organic remains congenerous with those of Lyme Regis. 
A ser ies of Secondary Limestones Covers a vast Area in 
South Europe and Asia, the organic Creatu res of which 
existed in the cotemporaneous Ocean which then 
covered Amer ica. The Mosasaurus, of Maestr icht, have 
been found thousands of miles apar t , while the petr ified 
Vegetables of Melvi l le©s Island, in  the Frozen Zone, as 
tr iumphantly show that one general thermal temperatu re 
pervaded the whole globe. 

The confl ict ing Elements of our  own t ime resu lt  in  
anyth ing bu t harmonies l ike these. No causes after  
the fashion now in operat ion cou ld produce these 
universal Formations, nor sustain the creatu res 
which we find everywhere entombed in their  
bowels. The old Popu lat ions of the Globe were as 
foreign to those of the present day, as are those, 
probably, of Satu rn, and the condit ions of 

the Ear th they occupied were necessar i ly no less 
different from our  own. 

And with respect to the creat ive order  of Living 
Things, the pr ior ity of Vegetable l i fe is a self-
demonstrated fact, no creatu re being able to exist  
withou t vegetables, either  by instant assimilat ion, or  
through a subsidiary person. The numerous Species too 
into which the unstrat ified Rocks are metamorphosed, 
prove them to have been fused by heat, each one 
Stratum arranging itself in  propor t ion to the length of i ts 
l iqu idity ; and as these const itu te the very Foundations 
of the Globe, it  is cer tain that a degree of heat former ly 
invested it  which no Salamander cou ld breathe. The 
h ighest temperatu re in  which any creatu re on th is Ear th 
is known to exist  is about 150", in  which some fishes l ive 
in  the hot spr ings of the Manil las, while Sonnerat 
mentions several plants flou r ish ing in a thermal r ivu let 
174 ë. 

We have paused upon the "Footmarks," in  the Red 
Sandstone, the Stonesfield " Opossum," and the alledged 
discovery of the bones of ter restr ials in  secondary Rocks, 
upon which subjects geologists altogether  differ . And 
since many fervent ly abet these allegat ions, which they 
are, never theless, qu ite unable to maintain, we have no 
hesitat ion in repealing that they carry with them no 
proof of any value whatever , and u tter ly reject and defy 
them all. 

That Strange Saurus, both bird and rept i le, the 
Pterodactyle, with h is long neck , tooth-armed beak , dun 
membraneous wings phalangal t ipped with nails, claims 
the Sea. His shor t  Coccygis and the pecu liar  mechanism 
of the wings, spread by one long digit , while all the other  
fingers are stunted; h is head too so heavy that i t  must 
have confined h is fl ights in  the air  to the merest distance 
; al l  these and many other  singu lar it ies prove the 
Pterodactyle to have l ived chiefly in  the sea. Squatt ing 
h is lean haunches upon rocks ou tfit t ing over  the black  
Abysses, or  over  or  under  the waters, th is monster  
dragon l ived through many weary ages, a sooty Fiend 
dolorous and Lord of the dead wastes of the br iny Sea. 

T
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Moreover , i t  was impossible to avoid the much 
dispu ted quest ion of Time and durat ion, a rock  upon 
which no one has h ither to steered withou t founder ing; 
and for  which the Holy Scr iptu res have been perver ted 
by the unclean of hand in a way to make us regret their  
t ranslat ion into our  mother  tongue. The incapacity of 
mank ind to comprehend more than one of the thousand 
angles of Time, viz. that which he faces always in the fear  
and per i l  of Death, shou ld, methink , have made us 
carefu l how we approached them. The Asiat ics generally, 
and the Hebrews in par t icu lar  have a much more 
philosophical Dict ionary of Time than the Europeans, 
who measure Cycles and Epicycles correct ly, bu t 
dignifying them as Elements in  the resolu t ion of Time, 
they ent irely over look  the moral quant it ies by which the 
former reach their  grand conclusions. The shor t  Circle 
we run around the Sun is adapted to our  l imits, bu t 
what is that compared to the Cycle of al l  the wor lds. The 
Seer , standing in the Presence of Jehovah, Chaos and 
the Beginning of th ings ou t-batt l ing before h im, 
penetrated Systems beyond our  imaginat ion, and 
Equations to us unknown. His Per iods of Time were 
reckoned by them, and not the fleet ing ones in common 
vise, so that al l  our  Essays after  the Chronology of Moses 
must end in disappointment unt i l  we obtain the 
measures by which he framed it . In  distant Ages, when 
the telescopic Instruments of men's minds shall be better  
used and known, the centre of Relat ion to which the 
Ear th really belongs may be found, and the Scr iptu res 
understood in a matter  about which we can now hardly 
specu late withou t impiety. 

Natu ral Religion being confessedly insu fficient, at  the 
same t ime it  carr ies us onward to the last stage bu t one 
towards the solu t ion of the grand Argument of pre-
human Time and th ings, we have invoked the Sphynx in 
the name of God, and decyphered r iddles by Revelat ion. 
The fashionable doctr ine that Evil is in fin itely 
overbalanced by good, and even made to subserve and 
mu lt iply that good, so that i t  may be doubted if there be 
such a th ing as Evil after  al l , is a Sophism which fai led 
the Stoics two thousand years ago, and calcu lated for  an 
infidel mer idian alone. The argument for  an eternal 
succession of Species having been disposed of, we 
cannot resist  the innumerable tendencies which point to 
the first  man as the most per fect of al l  the works of 
Jehovah ; and History test ifies of renowned Sages, 
Lawgivers, and Mechanicians, the sound of whose 
wisdom and sk il l  pu ts that of the modems to shame ; 
natu re herself, sympathizing with mind, then brought 
for th animals as much larger  than their  descendants as 
the Intellect of co-temporary man was nobler  than our  
own. The Banks of Rio Plata have skeletons of an 
armadil lo, Patagonia of a Llama and Rodent, thr ice the 
size of their  su rviving congeners, and the remains of 
Pachydermata colossal by the side even of our  modern 
giants, are dispersed over  all the wor ld. The huge 
carnivorous Races found in Caverns and gravel-beds 
have a second moral from whence it  is impossible to 
escape, and the Ear th is fi l led with uncounted Ru in, bu t 
i l l-concealed with flowers. 

Man too, exiled from the great Cont inent of the 
Universe, shack led with ancestral irons, pit i fu l and 
naked, exposed to every Tempest, on the br ink  of 
Etern ity, splashing frequent to Su icides Immortal.Ð  

Or wander ing over  the Pr ison-Ear th contemplat ive of 
a distant and strange Country, our  final home, banished 
thence so long for  no treason of our  own, ever  and anon 
glimpsing terr ible Spectres of Might, our  evil Genii.Ð  

Or fleeing from Them in ter ror , forgetfu l of the dismal 
Times, look ing back  retrospect ive far  over  the wintry 
Ocean, in to Pre-adamic Shades, we encounter  execrable 
and dreary th ings in the abounding Chaos. Through 
br iny clouds incumbent impetuous Monsters gleam 
phrenit ic, l ivid, or  green, or  swarthy snakes, 
quadrupedal and deadly. Wide over  the desolate Seas 
warr ing Dragons innumerable and h ideous, enact ing 
Perdit ion._ 

Whichever  Sign of the Vasty Zodiac girdling the Wor ld, 
menacing Images gloomy and alien to the Natu re of Man, 
dare and confront h im. 

And the Animal, also the Spir itual type of Horror  and 
Woe, from natal Time downward to these our  Days, and 
throughout the Eternal Perspect ive To come, is Draconic 
and Repti le. 

The mortal Dragon, which first  t roubled the pr imal 
Ear th, lu rk ing in the bowels of the Ear th, the far  Centre, 
tu rned from Light inst inct ive, ant icipat ive. 

The Emperor  of Dragon Spir its, Orcus, ru leth the 
nether  Depths, coped with black  adamant, 

 
" Acheront ia Templa, alta, Orci, pallida, 
Let i omnubila, obsita tenebr is loca.” 

 
The carcases of the Sea-Dragons are strown over  the 

whole Ear th ; and thus shall dire thunderbolts winch 
shattered l i fe ou t of them, fal l  upon and over throw the 
Kindred Legions of Sathanus. 

Onward then, to the End of Time, when the Rival 
Gods shall come to their  last Batt le, in  the other  
Armageddon, our  Wor ld being sacked and its ashes 
scattered to the Winds of Space. 

Thy Spir it , O Reader, and mine own shall be there, in  
that same Batt le-field : In  Coat of Mail impenetrable by 
rare induct ions from these same Sea-Dragons, and with 
Weapons of Spoil taken from the Enemy in the Tourney 
of Ear th, there wil l  we muster  Host. 

The Deluge of Wrath once loosened upon the Ear th, 
shall be let  sl ip again in  an Ocean of Fire 
inext ingu ishable, and roar  responsive to the agonized 
Legions of the Old Dragon, overwhelmed in His tu rn. 

The banefu l Dragons, O Seas, are gone: Fiends, 0 
Ear th, have fi l led thee with the bones of Defeat and 
Death. Fu tu re Angels to whom the Wars and 
Destruct ions of Time are unknown, shall seek  
throughout the l imit less Empires of Space their  ghast ly 
remains, and finding amongst them the self-same 
Weapons of which we speak , be cur ious in remote 
centenar ies to hear  anew the Tale of the Dragons 
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